New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 84

Number 4

Article 1

10-1-2009

Full Issue
New Mexico Historical Review

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
New Mexico Historical Review. "Full Issue." New Mexico Historical Review 84, 4 (2009).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol84/iss4/1

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, lsloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.

Durwood Ball, Editor

Cindy M. Tyson, Administrative Assistant
Meg Frisbee, Managing Editor
Donna Peterson, Associate Editor
Sonia Dickey, Assistant Editor

The New Mexico Historical Review, USPS
381-340, is owned and published quarterly
by the University of New Mexico. Copyright
2009 by the Regents of the University of
New Mexico. Typeset by Business Graphics,
Albuquerque, NM. Printed and bound in the

Kara McCormack, Assistant Editor

USA at CG Printers, Inc., Albuquerque, NM.

Hannah Wolberg, Assistant Editor

ISSN: 0028-6206.

Robin Walden, Assistant Editor

Subscriptions: $30 for students; 540 for
individuals; $75 for foreign individuals;
$60 for institutions; $75 for foreign institutions;

Editorial Board

$75 for sponsors; $150 for patrons; $500 for

John Porter Bloom

benefactors; $1,000 for corporate and

Thomas E. Chavez

institutional sponsors. Individual copies are $12.
Subscriptions and other business communica-

Jolane Culhane

tion should be addressed to the Subscription

Tobias Duran

Manager.

Robert Himmerich y Valencia
Oakah L. Jones Jr.
Enrique Lamadrid
Frances Levine
Richard Lowitt

Entered as periodical postage paid at
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87'3'-0001.
Publication number 381340 before composed.

POSTMASTER:

Send change of address

to New Mexico Historical Review, 1013 Mesa
Vista Hall, MSC06 3790, 1 University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87'3'-0001.

Margaret McDonald

Manuscripts and editorial correspondence

Barbara Reyes

should be addressed to the Editor. When
submitting manuscripts for consideration,

Barbara Richardson

please provide two typed copies oftext, notes,

Dennis Trujillo

and captions (text and notes double spaced),

Marsha Weisiger

and a self-addressed stamped envelope. The
New Mexico Historical Review disclaims
responsibility for views expressed by contributors. Direct all correspondence to New
Mexico Historical Review, 1013 Mesa Vista
Hall, MSC06 3790 1 University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, NM 8713'-000', or contact the
office at (505) 277-5839, fax (505) 277-0992,
or nmhr@unm.edu.

ON THE COVER
THE MINING TOWN OF MOGOLLON

(Photograph courtesy Fann Security Administration-Office ofWar Infonnation
Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library ofCongress, LCUSF34-o36S28-D)

NEW MEXICO

HIstorIcal ReVIew
Volume 84, Number 4

~

Contents
Bean Farmers and Thunder Mugs
RUSSELL LEE'S

1940 FARM

SECURITY ADMINISTRATION PHOTOGRAPHS

AND LETTERS OF PIE TOWN AND CATRON COUNTY ~

463

Jerry Thompson
New Mexico Clergymen's Perceptions of Franklin D. Roosevelt
and the New Deal ~ 521
Monroe Lee Billington and Cal M. Clark
Book Reviews ~ 545

News Notes ~ 565

Fall 2009

Book Reviews

Michael C. Coleman, American Indians, the Irish and Government
Schooling: A Comparative Study, by Cathleen D. Cahill ~ 545

Rodolfo F. Acuna, Corridors

of Migration: The Odyssey of Mexican

Laborers, 1600-1933, by Michael L. Trujillo ~ 547

Ruth M. Van Dyke, The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the
Center Place, by Paul F. Reed ~ 548
Stephen H. Lekson, ed., The Architecture of Chaco Canyon, New Mexico,
by Robert W. Preucel ~ 550
Sherry Monahan, foreword by Bob Boze Bell, Tombstone's Treasure: Silver
Mines and Golden Saloons, by Melanie Sturgeon ~ 551

R. Douglas Hurt, The Great Plains during World War II, by Kurt E.
Kinbacher ~ 553
William P. MacKinnon, ed., At Sword's Point, Part 1: A Documentary
History

of the Utah War to 1858, by Todd M. Kerstetter ~ 554

Thomas T. Smith, Jerry D. Thompson, Robert Wooster, and Ben E.
Pingenot, eds., The Reminiscences of Major General Zenas R. Bliss, 18541876, by Bruce J. Dinges ~ 555
Richard J. Chacon and Ruben G. Mendoza, eds., North American
Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence, by Deward E. Walker Jr. ~ 557
Teresa J. Wilkins, Patterns of Exchange: Navajo Weavers and Traders, by
Bill Anthes ~ 558
Ondina E. Gonzalez and Bianca Premo, eds., Raising an Empire: Children
in Early Modern Iberia and Colonial Latin America, by Martha Few ~ 560

NEW MEXICO

HIstorIcal ReVIew
2009 Supporters
Corporate Sponsors
Historical Society of New Mexico
Institutional Sponsors
Department of History, University of New Mexico
Center for Regional Studies, University of New Mexico
Sponsors
Charles L. Baumgart
Dennis Erickson
Lee Carver
Pete Golden
Jacqueline Dunnington
Richard Nostrand
Charlotte C. Edmunds
LeRoy Anthony Reaza
Gordon and Judith Wilson
Ferenc Szasz and Margaret Connell-Szasz
New Mexico Humanities Council

Henry Christensen III
Richard Donnelly
Stephen Gassner
James Higdon

Patrons
Robert Himmerich y Valencia
Edwin Phillips
V. B. Price
Timothy Sheehan

Benefactors
James Francis Connell
Klad Zimmerle

Bean Farmers and Thunder Mugs
RUSSELL LEE'S 1940 FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
PHOTOGRAPHS AND LETTERS OF PIE TOWN AND CATRON COUNTY

Jerry Thompson

I

n April 194°, as a stricken America struggled into its eleventh spring of
the Great Depression and war clouds engulfed Europe and spread across
the Pacific, a thirty-six-year-old photographer for the Historical Section of
the Farm Security Administration (FSA) named Russell Lee steered his twodoor Plymouth touring sedan around the cottonwood-shrouded plaza in
Socorro, New Mexico, and turned west into the mountains.] Loaded with
cameras, photography equipment, and boxes of flash bulbs, the 1939 Ply~
mouth rattled and climbed steadily on the narrow ribbon of asphalt called
U.S. Highway 60, past the Water Canyon Lodge and the naked northern
flank of the Magdalena Mountains, to the bustling railhead town of
Magdalena. Continuing west, as the asphalt gave way to gravel, Lee passed
the Civilian Conservation Corps camp on the eastern edge of the vast windswept Plains of San Augustin and pulled into the crossroads hamlet of Datil.
Here, he paused to ask questions, snap a few photographs ofthe Eagle Guest
Ranch, and spend the evening at the Navajo Lodge, a picturesque inn Lee
called an "old ranch house."z

Jerry Thompson is a proud graduate of Pie Town Elementary School. He is Regents Professor
of History at Texas A&M International University. He has authored numerous books and articles about the Civil War, New Mexico, Texas, and the greater Southwest. His most recent
book is the award-winning Cortina: Defending the Mexican Name in Texas (Texas A&M University Press, 2007). He is currently working on a book that examines the history of the New
Mexico Volunteers and Militia during the Civil War.
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Lee and his bride, Jean Lee, continued west and climbed steadily through
dark canyons of juniper, ponderosa, and pinon pines. The couple topped
the 7,796-foot Continental Divide and pulled into a small community with
the strange name of Pie Town. All the principal buildings in the small community, Lee noticed, were painted a patriotic red, white, and blue, thanks
to the Standard Oil Company. While Lee was eating a sandwich at Lois
Stagg's Pie Town Cafe, the local store proprietor, Jack (Joe) A. Keele, introduced himself. Keele said that within fifteen miles of the settlement, high
on the wind-swept southern fringes of the Colorado Plateau, two hundred
and fifty Dust Bowl refugees were eking out a living by dry-land farming
pinto beans and corn and raising small herds of cattle. Small makeshift
satellite communities, often with schools and a post office, had sprung up
north, south, and west of the town.
In the high country, where the growing season was less than ninety days
and the winters were long and intensely cold, the farmers claimed plots of
land ranging from thirty to six hundred and forty acres, and lived in log
cabins or dugouts. The Dust Bowl refugees, and at least seventy-five families who came before them in the 1920S, used the Homestead Act (1862) to
claim up to six hundred and forty acres of designated grazing lands, which
they promised to improve and farm. Local ranchers disapproved of the influx of homesteaders who took advantage of the Homestead Act. 3 By 1934,
however, much of the Homestead Act had been revoked by the Taylor Grazing Act, "a complex and far-reaching law which gave the Department of
Interior absolute control over the Western rangelands of the public domain,"
forcing "latecomers" to purchase the land on which they settled. 4
In northern Catron County, there were no paved roads, banks, telephones,
or indoor toilets; and there were only a few battery-operated radios. The
nearest physician was twenty-two miles west in Quemado, and the nearest
railroad was fifty-nine miles to the east, in Magdalena. In fact, Catron County
was the only county in the state that had never seen a railroad. This region
was truly, as Keele said, the "Last Frontier." Somehow, however, the individualism so characteristic of frontier America had given way in Pie Town
to a sense of community Lee had not seen in either the Midwest or the
South. The more he learned, the more he became fascinated with the town.
Lee wrote his supervisor in Washington, Roy Stryker, that this area was "one
community we must cover.'"
By the spring of 1940, photographers for the FSA, including Lee, sent to
Washington enough photographs of suffering Depression-era citizens to

FALL 2009

shock a nation. Now Lee's supervisor in Washington wanted images that
would positively reflect on the successes of the New Deal and how people
began reshaping their lives. Pie Town was, perhaps, such a place.
Little did Lee know that the images he would take of Pie Town and its
beleaguered homesteaders would become the most famous of his Depression-era photographs, would be exhibited in numerous museums and studios, and would grace the pages of hundreds ofbooks and newspapers. Already
one of the more accomplished photographers in the Historical Section of
the FSA, Lee made striking images that would add luster to his already
promising career and forge a new chapter in the social history of documentary photography in the United States.
Russell Werner Lee, the most prolific and long-lasting of the FSA photographers, was born on 21 July 1903 in the elm-shaded midwestern town of
Ottawa, Illinois, eighty miles southwest ofChicago. 6 Lee was only five when
his parents divorced. Five years later, he watched in horror as his mother
was struck and killed by a car on a rainy Illinois afternoon. Shuffled from
one guardian to another, Lee was educated at Culver Military Academy in
Culver, Indiana, and at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
where he graduated in 1925 with a degree in chemical engineering. Two
years later, he married Doris Emrick, a talented painter and, after a sixweek honeymoon in Paris, the newlyweds settled at Lee's hometown of 9ttawa before moving to Kansas City. Shortly before the onset ofthe Depression
in October 1929, Russell and Doris moved again, this time into the wonderful world of West Coast art in San Francisco, where they found new friends
including the Mexican muralist Diego Rivera. With the Depression gripping the nation in 1931, the two aspiring painters moved to the artists' colony
of Woodstock, New York, in the foothills of the mythic Catskill Mountains. 7
Although Lee retreated one hundred miles south to New York City in the
cold of winter, the Woodstock years were ones of education and social awakening. Exposed to some of the best art in the country, Lee realized he was
not a painter, and in 1935, at the age of thirty-two, he purchased a small
35mm Contax camera. "As his interest in photography bloomed," Lee's biographer, F. Jack Hurley, observed, "Russell came alive. Every phase of the
process fascinated him. The artist in him found expression in the quickcaught images."8
Among Lee's first photographs were those of poor families selling their
farms and household goods at heart-wrenching public auctions. Continuing to develop as a photographer, and experimenting with the open flash,
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Lee also captured grim-faced Pennsylvania coal miners and their bleak surroundings. In the frigid winter of 1935, he walked the streets of New York
City, photographing the poverty and misery that seemed to be everywhere.
Still finding his way into the world of serious photography, Lee heard about
the work of a small but dedicated team of documentary photographers in an
obscure agency of the New Deal known as the Resettlement Administration
(RA), and he "bundled a portfolio of prints into his car and headed down to
Washington to see if he could fit in."9
In Washington, D.C., Lee met a man who would change his life forever.
An economics professor at Columbia University, Roy Stryker had been
brought to Washington by one of Franklin D. Roosevelt's "Brain Trust,"
Rexford Guy Tugwell. After working in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration as a "Specialist in Visual Information," Stryker had moved on
to become Chief of the Historical Section of the FSA. Stryker liked Lee's
photographs and he liked the man himself; by October 1936, Lee was working part-time for the Historical Section. In the next five years, the two would
form a close working relationship and deep respect for one another. lO Before
Stryker's career with the FSA ended, he had assembled the finest collection
of American documentary photographs ever amassed. 1I
Stryker realized that Lee, of all the FSA photographers, most had a special way with people. In the late spring of 1937, Stryker had joined Lee, who
was now working full-time, on an extended trip in the Midwest. Spotting a
"very nice looking little old lady with her hair done in a little top knot sitting
beside a log cabin:' Lee slammed on the brakes, got out of his car, and
approached the lady, as Stryker quietly watched and listened. "May we take
your picture?" Lee asked. "What do you want my picture for?" the lady
bristled. "Well, we're with the government," Lee responded. "Oh, you're
with the government," the woman replied. "Well, I don't want you to take
my picture." "Well now, look," Lee retorted, "there's a lot of people think
that you represent a bunch of lazy good-for-nothings. We don't think so.
And we'd like to tell 'em a little bit more about who you are, what your
problems are."12 The lady began to talk, eventually inviting her new friend
to lunch; and Lee and Stryker stayed the afternoon. It was obvious Lee was
unlike other FSA photographers. When Lee ran into opposition, Stryker
observed, "He soon conquered it by his honesty, his forthrightness, his sympathy and a certain warmth."ll
Although Stryker was no photographer, he knew what he wanted from
Lee and he was not hesitant to ask. 14 Stryker would help to hone Lee's skills,
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expertise Lee would later perfect and put to work in places such as Pie
Town. When Lee was first working in Iowa in early December 1936, Stryker
urged him to "cover the tenant situation ... thoroughly," and stay "as long
as is necessary to do the job right."15 Later, as Lee worked in Illinois, Stryker
urged him to "spend more time on a given family, photographing all phases
of their life and activities."16 In April 1937, Stryker wrote Lee to "get some
interiors of school houses with school in session, and some shots of
churches."I? While Lee was working in the Iron Range of Minnesota a week
later, Stryker asked him to "get the stores in which these people have to
shop ... the type of goods on the shelves ... pictures of families on the
move with their meager goods piled on trucks and wagons."18 While Lee was
in Minnesota and North Dakota, Stryker urged him to "be sure to get details of construction, roof structure, interiors, everything that would give a
rounded story of the sod house-its construction, as a place to live, etc."19 At
the same time, Stryker wanted images of the "great sweep of open landmeadows, trees, hills ... kitchen in the dust area with the window sealed
with towels, church falling down, the store caved in, and the fences falling."zo Lee was also encouraged occasionally to shoot a roll of experimental
color film called Kodachrome. But Stryker was careful not to be overly
authoritarian and always to provide a bit of humor. As Lee prepared to photograph Hurley, Wisconsin, "one of the toughest towns in America," where
prostitution was known to be rampant, Stryker urged Lee to "keep an eye on
your virginity."Z]
Along with providing guidance, Stryker could also be critical. While his
images were "very sharp and very excellent from a technical standpoint,
they tend," Stryker told Lee, "to be a bit too factual. In other words, there
aren't enough pictures which sort of catch your breath."zz Stryker, however,
was often complimentary and greatly motivating. When Lee made his way
into eastern Montana in the frigid early winter of 1937, Stryker wrote from
Washington, D.C.: "It is needless to ask you to get me another Russell Lee,
because there are no such persons. I wish to god, however, that I could get
another like you, but I know that is out of the question."Zl After watching
several of Lee's images emerge from the FSA lab in Washington, D.C.,
Stryker wrote Lee that the prints were "very, very excellent."24 A little over a
week later, Stryker told Lee his "saloon pictures" were "superb."25 A month
later, Stryker was even more complimentary: "My god, man, how do you do
it? Just like receiving a Christmas box from home, I was even late for a
luncheon appointment because I had to see every negative before I went
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out ... the subject matter pleases me to no end."26 The "pictures will be for
the private files of Americans, of which you are a stock holder," Stryker
reminded LeeY
As Lee crisscrossed the Midwest, he saw abandoned farms everywhere.
"The soil has been overworked terribly and the erosion is unusually severe,"
Lee wrote Stryker from Mount Ayr, Iowa, on 2 January 1937. 28 He was particularly alarmed at the undernourishment and near starvation of the children he saw. Many families had been forced to sell their farm animals and
were living on nothing but potatoes, bread, and gravy. Threats of an armed
rebellion were common. People had simply lost faith in themselves and
their government. 29 There is little doubt that the farmers, sharecroppers,
and the homeless migrant workers Lee met and photographed were desperate. One of his most striking images that attracted wide-scale attention was
titled simply "The Hands of an Old Homesteader, Iowa." The hands were
those of German-born sixty-six-year-old Statia Ostermeyer, the wife of a
homesteader in Miller Township, Woodbury County, Iowa. "The knuckles
are gnarled, the fingers are deformed from work; this woman, one knows,
has worked hard all her life, fighting off the taxes, fighting off the mortgage,
fighting off the sheriff. Her hands are the story of her life, her heroism," one
newspaper would comment. 3D Lee moved back into Illinois and then on to
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and North Dakota, photographing the
people and the land as he went. The Museum of Modern Art in New York
exhibited and circulated many of Lee's photographs.
In the winter of 1939-194°, Lee continued to witness the suffering of a
displaced population at Raymondville, Robstown, and Sinton, migrant
camps in Texas. Lee observed and vividly recorded some of the worst conditions he had seen in Crystal City, Texas, a predominantly Hispanic community ninety miles southwest of San Antonio. Half of the people in the
sunbaked town had moved away in desperation, and the suffering was particularly acute among those remaining. Many people in Crystal City were
on the verge of starvation and, Lee estimated, 30 percent were inflicted
with tuberculosis, while countless others had pneumonia. 3l The living
conditions Lee found on the west side of San Antonio were just as appalling. He was hoping Stryker could get some of the photographs toEleanor
Roosevelt, "to give her an idea of what a really bad state the Mexicans are
in down here."32 On the banks of the Mississippi River in the Missouri
boot heel, Lee found a "lot of [people] near starvation."33Lee was giving
the nation photographs that seemed to rise up and cry for a better life for
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the whole nation. He and his colleagues quickly became a powerful political
arm of the New Deal.
Lee's dedicated and exhausting work with the FSA took a toll on his
already shaky marriage. Doris had occasionally joined him in the field, but
it was obvious by 1939 that the marriage would not survive. Although the
two would remain friends and correspond occasionally, they separated and
eventually divorced. While working in Louisiana in 1939, Lee met and fell
in love with a strong-minded Dallas journalist, Jean Smith. Jean soon began
traveling with him and the two quickly became a team. 34 With Jean by his
side, Lee came to be recognized as not only one of the best and most productive of the FSA photographers, but also one of the most trusted. 35 In fact,
a large part of his success was attributed to Jean, who helped persuade people
to talk about themselves and their situations. At the same time, she kept
fastidious notes and helped to caption thousands of photographs. 36
While Lee was beginning to work in San Augustine, Texas, in early April
1939, Stryker suggested he move on to New Mexico, where he was certain
to find "a hell of a good thing."37 In the Land of Enchantment, Stryker wrote,
"we are going to have a lot of most interesting work for you. I know you are
going to get quite excited about that part of the country, and [we] will want
you to stay there for a long time." In particular Lee was to "do some small
town pictures." With few areas of the country the FSA had not covered,
Stryker wondered if"we should now start a series of pictures showing ... life
on somewhat better farms in the area in which you now are. We need these
very much, and they will serve a most valuable purpose, to work in with the
bad conditions which you have already covered very successfully." In New
Mexico, Lee was to "put on the syrup and white clouds and play on the
sentiment."38
Although Lee had planned to arrive in New Mexico by mid-May 1939,
his schedule was interrupted by the release of John Steinbeck's epic The
Grapes of Wrath, one of the best books Lee said he had ever read. Stryker
was "bubbling over with ideas about how we can exploit the public excitement over this whole thing."39 Consequently, Lee was off to Oklahoma to
get some shots of "families departing ... and Hoovervilles."40 New Mexico
would have to wait. By late July 1939, after several weeks of work in eastern
Oklahoma around Muskogee and Eufaula, Lee finally headed west to Amarillo, Texas, and across the Llano Estacado to scout the high country north
and south of Taos, New Mexico. Here he would photograph Costilla and
Questa and return later in the spring of 1940 to cover Chamisal and Pefiasco. 4\
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After his trip through New Mexico, however, Lee returned to Oklahoma
and South Texas, where he and Jean headed into Mexico in December for
a badly needed month-long vacation.
It was at Cuernavaca in late December 1939 that Russell Werner Lee and
Jean Smith were married. 42 After visiting colonial villages and relaxing in
the warm winter sun, Lee thought Mexico was "a wonderful country." During his month's respite, however, Lee took only two photographs. "We were
crazy about Mexico," he wrote, but there "is so damned much to see."41
Back in the United States, at Laredo, Texas, the couple paused before heading north to San Antonio, Waco, Dallas, and then on to Oklahoma City and
back to Texas. After shooting a series of images around San Angelo, Lee was
ready to return to New Mexico, telling Stryker he would "polish up the
deep yellow & red filters and give you a few [Edward] Westons & [Margaret] Bourke-Whites."44 Once in New Mexico, Stryker urged Lee to get his
"red filter out" for the spacious "skies filled with white clouds." Moreover,
Lee should "find a good spot, sit down, and do a little thinking about this
whole area in which you are going to work."45
By March 1940, Lee had arrived at the windswept "oil town" of Hobbs,
New Mexico, where he snapped a few photographs before pushing on to
Carlsbad to meet with the local FSA supervisor and relax with a few days of
fishing. Moving west past the Guadalupe Mountains, Lee arrived in El Paso,
Texas, and headed up the valley of the Rio Grande to Albuquerque, where
he met with George I. Sanchez at the University of New Mexico. Sanchez's
recently published book on Spanish Americans, Forgotten People: A Study
of New Mexicans (1940), was thought by many in the FSA to be the best
book ever published on the subject. 46 Using the holdings of the University
of New Mexico library, Lee worked on a general plan for photographing the
entire western United States. At the same time, he took time to make his
way to Sandia Crest above Albuquerque to snap an image of "the crescent
shape of the sun as it appeared among the shadows on the snow." Around
the city, Lee took other "pix," as he called them, "of spring activity around
the irrigation ditches," before heading downriver to Socorro and then west
to Pie Town and Phoenix, Arizona. 47
Historians are not certain how Lee first heard of Pie Town. In an article
that he later published in the magazine U.S. Camera and that featured a
number of what he perceived to be his best Pie Town photographs, Lee remembered first hearing of the community at the FSA regional office in Amarillo, Texas, and he wrote Stryker "for permission to undertake a photographic
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survey of this Pie Town section."48 In a much later interview, however, Lee
said he became interested in Pie Town when he and Jean saw the name on a
road map. "I wondered what sort of place would call itself Pie Town," Lee
recalled forty-three years later. 49 Parts of both versions are possible.
Regardless, the Lees "crossed the Continental Divide going west on U.S.
Highway 60 and in a few minutes they were eating a sandwich at the cafe in
Pie Town." Lee "began to ask questions of the cafe proprietress, Lois Stagg,
when a stranger [interrupted and] introduced himself."50This bespectacled
individual was a transplanted "busted" Texan named Jack (Joe) Keele, one
of the owners of the adjacent mercantile store, Craig and Keele General
Merchandise. Originally from Tennessee, Keele had moved to Dimmitt,
Texas, but when black northers (massive dust storms) engulfed the Texas
Panhandle in 1933, Carrie and Joe Keele headed west in a worn-out 1928
Chevrolet truck. 51 With only six cents to their name, the Keeles settled on
six hundred acres ofland in the Mountain View community, fourteen miles
northwest of Pie Town. While Carrie taught at nearby Mesa School, Keele
tried farming but complained he "couldn't keep the neighbors' cows out
and they ruined his crop."5Z It was about this time that Keele went to work in
Pie Town as a carpenter for Harmon L. Craig. He helped construct a large
two-story bean warehouse, the largest building in town, and several other
structures. Craig was so impressed with Keele that he brought him in as a
business partner. In time Keele became president of the Catron County
Farm Bureau and a vibrant and active pillar of the local community.
The kind and gentle Keele told Lee the history of Pie Town. At the turn
of the century, much of the land in western New Mexico was devoted to
ranching and was sparsely settled. In February 1921, the state legislature
agreed to create a county out of the remote western part of Socorro County
and name it for the controversial lawyer and politician Thomas B. Catron. 53
Shortly thereafter, in October 1922, a World War I veteran named Clyde L.
Norman filed the forty-acre Hound Pup Lode mining claim along what
became the U.S. Highway 60 on one of the two dikes that ran southeastnorthwestthrough the north-central part of the county. 54 Norman constructed
a small log cabin with a lean-to kitchen and purchased a hand-siphon gasoline pump he called a filling station. There are many different versions as to
exactly how Pie Town got its name, but most versions agree that to supplement his meager income, Norman began selling doughnuts he purchased
from a small bakery in Datil to cowboys, sheepherders, or anyone traveling
along the dirt tract that ran across the Continental Divide. Norman also
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started selling dried apple pies, and soon everyone was calling Norman's
place "Pie Town."55 In 1923 Craig, a redheaded cowboy and Spanish-American War veteran from Jacksboro, Texas, who had come west after World
War I, joined Norman and eventually bought him out. In addition to raising pinto beans, corn, and vegetables, Craig opened a general store, cafe,
and three-room log hotel. In 1927 he obtained a post office.
After spending the night at the Pie Town Hotel, Lee headed west to
Quemado, a lively village on the windswept east bank of Largo Creek,
before continuing west, past vast vistas, rough volcanic mesas, and squeaky
windmills to Springerville, Arizona. Here, Lee watched cattle graze the
irrigation-flooded meadows along the Little Colorado River, before being
driven south into the White Mountains for the summer. Lee hoped to
photograph the rough lumber and sawmill town of McNary, Arizona, in
the heart of the White Mountains on the Fort Apache Indian Reservation,
but the snow was deep in the high country, he was told, and the roads
were impassible. Pressing west and south through the "magnificent country" of the Salt River Canyon, the Lees arrived at the mining towns of
Globe and Miami, where small miner's shacks were perched precariously
on the hillsides, and the bleak landscape was dominated by a "tremendous" smelter and scarred by a giant slag heap. After taking a few pictures,
Lee headed northwest along the Apache Trail to the Tonto National Forest and Roosevelt Dam, before turning west to Phoenix. From Socorro to
Phoenix, Lee had traveled through "about all the extremes you could
imagine-sandstorms, rain, dust storms, sleet, driving snow, and finally,
tropical heat." They "term this the 'Valley of the Sun,'" he wrote from
Phoenix, "and it's a damned good name."56
Checking into the Sea Breeze Tourist Village, Lee photographed the
model farm of Casa Grande at Coolidge and the migrant camp ofAgua Fria
near Chandler, Arizona. He also took time to visit and photograph Taliesin
West, Frank Lloyd Wright's "winter camp" in northeast Scottsdale, which
consisted of residential spaces, theaters, a shop, and an architectural studio
and drafting room. A few weeks later, with Pie Town still on his mind, Lee
continued on to Tucson, Tombstone, Bisbee, and Douglas, before driving
northeast by way of Willcox, Safford, Clifton, Duncan, and "the amazing
mining town" of Morenci, to Silver City, New Mexico. Lee wanted badly to
be back in Pie Town by the latter part of May. He especially wanted to be
there on 1 June, the first Saturday of the month, where there would be a
"meeting of the whole community.">7
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Driving north, past the towering western summits of the Mogollon Mountains and the Gila Wilderness, the largest designated wilderness area in the
United States, Lee paused in Glenwood, New Mexico "for a little fishing."
Mer climbing along a frightening tract of road that seemed to be carved out
of sheer cliffs and consist of one hairpin turn after another, he also visited the
old gold and silver mining town of Mogollon. Nestled along a deep gorge on
the western slopes of the Mogollon Mountains, with rickety miners' cabins
climbing the hillsides, the community dated back to 1889 when gold and
silver were discovered in the area. 58 Lee chatted briefly with one of the storekeepers and a saloon owner and became convinced he should return. "1 might
get back for a real picture story of the town;' he wrote, continuing: "They say
that pay-day was by far the best time to be there - there were fights, drunks in
the gutters and everything else you might associate with a mining town. 1
believe I can get a real story here of the life of the miner and the mining town
and it should take 4 or 5 days to do it right."59 The next payday would be 15
June, Lee was told, and he began making plans to return. When he revisited
Mogollon to photograph the miners on payday, it was widely reported throughout the county that he was a German spy.
Pressed to be in Pie Town, he continued north to the Catron County seat
of Reserve at the confluence of Tularosa Creek, the San Francisco River,
and Stark Weather Canyon. Located over one hundred miles from any railroad, Reserve was, Lee said, "looking every bit like you might expect it."60
While in Reserve, a rough and tough community if there ever was one, Lee
saw a poster for a rodeo in Quemado, twenty-two miles west of Pie Town, to
be held on 9 June. He began making plans to attend. "No professionals are
allowed and from various inquiries around western New Mexico, it seems
as if it will be well attended by people from a large area." The rodeo would
be held on Largo Creek, a few miles south of the community, where there
would be camping in a large grove of cottonwood trees. "1 believe it should
be the closest approach to an old fashioned country gathering that we could
find out here;' Lee reported. 6!
Back in Pie Town, Lee rented two rooms at the three-room Pie Town Hotel, using one of the rooms as a darkroom and covering the windows with a
blanket. The small log dwelling, perched atop one of the dykes, had once
been the community's only store, before Harmon L. Craig built a larger dwelling fifty yards to the east. Rooms had no running water, no baths, only a bed,
a wash basin, a table, a chair, and a "thundermug." "1 think there's going to be
a good story here - it certainly looks like the last frontier," Lee wrote. 62
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MAP 1. PIE TOWN AND SATELLITE COMMUNITIES

(Map courtesy Ana Clamant)

The most important person in Pie Town's social experiment, Lee learned,
was Harmon L. Craig. In 1924, about the time he joined partners with
Norman, Craig married a divorced mother of two, who was cooking for Bill
Dahl's huge W-Bar Ranch, headquartered a few miles south of Pie Town.
Theodora Baugh Craig would recall many years later how her cowboy husband, "cussed a lot, but he cussed nice clean cussing." Perhaps more importantly, she continued, "Old H. L. Craig could make a little money."63 It was
indeed Craig who had made the town what it was. While his wife and stepdaughters turned out as many as fifty apple, cherry, and raisin pies a week,
Craig put in gas pumps, built a small hotel, garage, tourist cabins, and, with
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Keele's help, a large bean house, where pinto beans could be cleaned and
stored. He also put in a well near his store and gave the farmers free access
to water. The Republican in overalls also sold town property at fair-market
prices, loaned greenbacks, and sold groceries on credit. Undeniably, as Lee
observed, the underlying principle that allowed the village to function was
the homesteaders' determination to improve themselves. "For the first time
in their lives these people own their land, and they feel they've got a future
here," Craig told Lee. "Sure, it's hard going, but a man can make it if he's
willing to work."64
The homesteaders Lee met in and around Pie Town in the weeks to come
were, as one scholar has observed, "characterized by rugged individualism,
hardiness, materialism, need to master nature, love of personal freedom and
low regard for races and religions not their own."65 Most were Texans, but a
few were Oklahoma cotton, soybean, and corn sharecroppers. Fleeing
drought and unemployment, many had visions of jobs in the orchards of
the golden state of California but found themselves in this remote corner of
the Southwest instead. "They came in family groups," a rancher observed,
"in any sort of conveyance that would roll, their household furnishings piled
high and the overflow-washtubs, baby buggies, chickencoops-wired to
any anchorage that would hold. In trucks, in automobiles, dragging heavy
trailers, the rare exception in horsedrawn wagons, they came, and with them
a new order."66
It was the "Great Depression and we had decided to get out of Texas," Ed
Jones, one of Pie Town's legendary homesteaders and storytellers, recalled.
"High dry winds blew from the West. Clouds of red dust filled the skies.
Blue Northers came day after day. Cows lay dead everywhere. Banks foreclosed on farms and ranches. We lost almost all. My father, mother, me,
and Jess, the family bull dog, left in a Model A, off to what promised to be a
new life for all. ... We arrived in Pie Town on July 4, 1933."67 Most of the
"people arrived in Pie Town without any money," Craig told Lee. "Usually
they brought their kids, their personal belongings, some articles of furniture, some family heirlooms. They came in cars which barely made the
grade. Once they arrived, our people helped them to locate the land to be
homesteaded. They'd get together and build them a dugout; give them some
canned goods if they needed them."68 They arrived "with the damndest
things;' a resident of Datil recalled, "cows tied behind their Fords, wash
tubs strapped on top .... Poor damn foolsl"69 Homesteader Roy McKee
pulled a sixteen-foot wagon, loaded with household goods, with his 1929

476

~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 4

John Deere tractor four hundred miles, all the way from La Mesa, Texas. 7o
Putting along at sixteen miles an hour, "I had everything we owned - which
wasn't much -in thattrailer," McKee remembered years later. "The tractor
ran on gas or coal oil and it didn't have any lights so I just stopped and
camped at night."71
In addition to Craig and Keele's general store, the small community
boasted of a gas station and garage, a curio shop, a taxidermist, a post
office, a bar, tourists' cabins, and the large beanery. Craig donated the
lumber and land for a Farm Bureau building that was erected by the men
in the community. Local farmers also built a Baptist Church. Not to be
outdone, the women in the community constructed a large privy for the
church. Amazingly, the community had no formal government but was
"thoroughly democratic." Craig "was the unofficial representative of the
community in county and state politics," Lee observed. He "was in a perfect spot to become the economic dictator," but he was not authoritarian
"in spirit or fact." His motives, Lee went on to say, "do not seem to be

A Craig and Keele General Merchandise
a Hardware and Feed Store

f

B Pic Town Cafe
C ).8. Wyeth Taxidermy

DCurio Shop
EWell

FGas Station and Garage
G Tourist Court
H Hotel

Pie Town
1940
MAP 2. PIE TOWN, 1940

(Map Courtesy Ana Clamant)

1 Teacherage
2 Harmon and Theodora Craig
3 Joe and Carrie Keele

4 Baptist Church
5 Bean House
6 Farm Bureau
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economic, nor completely altruistic. The only way to describe his motives
is to compare them to his bookkeeping system, which consists of two old
fashioned spelling tablets. In one he puts down what he spends, and in
the other what he takes in."72
The more time Lee spent in Pie Town, the more he came to admire the
homesteaders and their determination to survive. In turn, the settlers came
to accept him and invite him into their homes and lives. Accustomed to
working from sunup to sundown, the refugees talked freely of having left a
land of great sorrow and suffering to find hope in the bean fields they grubbed
out of the rabbit brush and carved out of the woods atop the Continental
Divide, far from the black blizzards and the deadly dust pneumonia of the
Dust Bowl.
As Keele said and Lee witnessed, many of the farmers in the small hamlets around Pie Town lived in dugouts. These dugouts were little more than
a big hole in the ground, anywhere from three to six feet in depth, and lined
with pinon or ponderosa siding. "The dugouts," Lee recorded, "are quite
light and airy and are cool in summer and warm in winter. Men have utilized all sorts of things in home construction; windshields from automobiles have been used for windows; automobile doors have been used in
houses and sheds; slabs which are given to anyone who will haul them away
are used for fences and barns."73
The depth-of-the-Depression years 1935 and 1936 had been hard on the
homesteaders, but conditions were better in 1937 and 1938, and many of the
farmers had produced a bumper crop of pinto beans. Taught by the Navajos
how to harvest pinon nuts, the settlers had also shipped several thousand pounds
to the railhead at Magdalena.74 There was also work with the sawmills that
had commenced to devastate the forests, especially those on private lands, in
the nearby mountains. Other homesteaders found work with the Works
Progress Administration, constructing a road south from Pie Town to Greens
Gap. The Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture provided some
seasonal work with fire suppression and in the mountain lookouts that were
constructed in the 1930S in the Apache and Cibola national forests. 75
Perhaps the most remarkable quality about Pie Town was the rich social
life of the community. The local Baptist Church was well attended, and several of the small satellite communities had itinerant preachers. Pipe Springs,
southwest of Pie Town, for example, had several evangelists. Pie Town also
boasted a literary society. The Farm Bureau met once a month, with as
many as 150 farmers congregating to discuss everything from farming to
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county, state, and national politics. Pie suppers, house-erecting parties, quilting parties, community singing contests, Forty-Two (a type of dominoes
common in Texas) parties, and summer picnics in the nearby mountains
were all common. In the cold winter months, there were all-night square
dances. In the summer there were softball and baseball games. 76 After their
fields had been harvested in September, entire families caravanned to
Farmington and Aztec in the northwestern part of the state, where they
purchased fruit for canning. The entire trip, Lee recorded, "became a festive occasion."??
When the nesters, as the homesteaders were known, asked Lee why he
wanted'to take their photograph, he said, as he told others who had asked
the same question, "I want to show people in other parts of the country how
you live." He continued, "We Americans seem to understand that in our
democratic society, people in a far part of the country have a right to know
and need to understand how the other 130,000,000 live and act, so that we
can all get along together."78
Lee commented on the importance of Pie Town as a frontier farming
community:
The nature of the land itself was an important element in the life of its
people. I had to picture the land in long shots, middle distance shots,
and close-ups that would show what it was like.... I had to show this
in portraits and action shots that would speak of character. I had to
portray the things that would suggest where they came from and why. I
had to show those people's relation to their geographical environment,
how they made a living on the land, how they cultivated it, depended
upon it, were its masters and victims by turns,?9
At a small homestead, less than a half mile south of Pie Town, Lee took
several photographs ofJack Whinery and his wife and five children. Whinery
said that he had built his dugout in ten days and that his cost had been 30
cents for nails. Like many of the homesteaders, Whinery had established a
garden and built a yard fence from the ponderosa log slabs given away by
the saw mills operating in the area.
Lee also took considerable interest in one of the more successful of the
homesteading families-the Huttons. In 1931 George Hutton Sr. led the
family west from Pottawatomie County, Oklahoma, to claim eighty acres
eight miles northwest of Pie Town, where he built a comfortable home. 80
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Hutton had grown cotton near Maud, Oklahoma, but simply wanted to get
away. "1 just couldn't stand the noise and all the people," Hutton told Lee. 81
"We've liked it out here and now there's nothing I'd rather see less than an
oil field or a cotton field." With the help of his son, George Hutton Jr.,
Hutton had built a small machine shop, a cistern from which the family
drew water, and a wind charger to generate electricity. Lee spent an entire
day with the Huttons, snapping images of the family at dinner and of Bessie
Hutton washing with a makeshift electric washing machine and working in
the family garden. Lee even snapped a shot of the family's fireplace. 82 Forty
years later, George Hutton Jr. would remember the occasion: "Russell Lee
was all over this country. He come out here and spent almost one whole day
with us. Made all kinds of pictures. He had a 35-mm camera and he had a
four-by-five, regular photographer's camera ... 1 can say one thing for himhe was one hell of a good photographer, that man was. Russell and his wife
was very, very likable people, very likable."8l
Years later, other homesteaders would fondly recall Lee. Ed Jones remembered Lee as a "great big ... real jolly fella."84 ''I'd be cooking in the
cafe when I'd look up and see 01' Russell come down from the hotel for his
breakfast. He was a real nice gentleman," Jones remembered. 85 Colita
Schalbar, who was depicted in one of Lee's photographs and who taught
elementary school at Pie Town for many years, remembered Lee as a "really
nice person ... not snobbish or stuck Up."86 It was a Texas journalist and
friend, Maury Maverick Jr., who perhaps put it best: "Of all the people 1
have ever known in my life, 1 do not know of a single one better liked than
Russell Lee."87
The homesteaders who captivated Lee's imagination more than any other
were Doris and Faro Caudill and their five-year-old daughter, Josie. Lee
had obtained the names of several homesteaders from Keele, and "armed
with a crude map," Lee recalled, "1 put the cameras in the car and drove
into the country in the general direction of one of the farmers. The lighting
happened to be good for some general long shots of the terrain and countryside, so 1 took a few pictures. As 1 was driving down one side road, 1 noticed
a farmer and his horse, resting from plowing his field, and looking in my
direction. 1 stopped the car, waved to him; he waved back, and 1 walked
across the partially-plowed field and introduced myself. He was a young
man, about thirty, named Faro Caudill-a homesteader."88
Caudill, whose father and uncle were said to have been cattle rustlers in
Texas, showed Lee around his property and introduced him to his wife of
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seven years, Doris, "a tall Texas girl a few years his junior." Inside the Caudill
dugout, Lee heard a remarkable story ofsurvival and perseverance. "We don't
have too much to do with. We came without money, we've had to grub and
clear out land, dig our wells, build our corrals and barns as well as our houses.
But we don't go hungry, that's one thing," Caudill said. 89 "Plowin' always was
the easiest work for me ... it gives me time to think," he told Lee. 90
Besides several family portraits, Lee photographed Doris on her knees in
the garden, ironing, milking, sewing, straining milk for cream, and carefully
examining the prized family stores of canned vegetables. Later in a book that
would chronicle her life, Doris remembered how Jean and Russell Lee would
"come early and stay all day." Doris said she "loved both of them. They were
just real nice people. They were so down-to-earth, our kind of people. They
weren't snobbish or high-toned.... The Lees were just real good people."91
Lee also photographed Faro Caudill planting beans and constructing a
new dugout on a site he found closer to water. But Lee was particularly
taken with Josie, a "pert and pretty five year old." Perhaps his most poignant
images are those of Josie playing with several small dolls on the floor of the
dugout in front of the family's worn-out couch. Of Lee's 619 black-andwhite photographs of Pie Town and its environs, almost 100 are images of
the Caudill family.
During one of his last visits to Pie Town, Lee carefully observed and
photographed the community singing contest at the Baptist Church. "'Safe
in the arms of Jesus,' rang out in the small frame church building during
the all-day sing, despite the pounding rain and clap and roar of thunder
outside," he recalled. "They had come in from the surrounding farmsafoot, on horseback, in wagons and cars," Lee wrote. There were "group
singing, duets, quartets, and solos until noon, when all would adjourn to
the grove outside for dinner and then back to the church [where] they would
sing again until early evening."92
Lee was also back in Pie Town in time for the two-day North Catron
County Fair that included agricultural exhibits from the 4-H Club and the
New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts, as well as individual farmers and ranchers. On display were embroidery; quilts; rugs; vegetables, fresh and canned; and, of course, pies. 93 Those attending also took
in a rodeo and free barbecue. By this time, the summer monsoons had left
the countryside green and inviting. One observer wrote that the "valleys,
the hillsides, and even the tops of the mountains, where rocks usually abound
... are covered with generous covers of green verdure."94 It was perhaps the
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wettest summer in at least twelve years, a pleasing respite for the people of Pie
Town after years of suffering. The big puffy white cumulus clouds that Stryker
had promised are also visible in a few of Lee's images taken at this time. 95
During Lee's last visit to Pie Town, he displayed some of his photographs
at the Farm Bureau. He seemed to be happy when people gathered to gawk
and glow at the images and ask how they could obtain copies.
During much of that summer of 1940, in what would later appear to be
the calm before the storm of war, Lee had observed the Pie Towners at work
and at play. He photographed them in their fields and in their homes, meeting at the Farm Bureau and at school, singing and dancing, playing FortyTwo, praying at church, and eating their Sunday dinner by the light of
kerosene lamps. "I wanted to show people in other parts of the country how
Pie Town lived," Lee would say. "The people of Pie Town had character,
the same kind of character Americans showed one hundred years before.
The people of Pie Town were true pioneers."96 Before he was through with
Catron County and Pie Town, Lee had taken almost one thousand photographs. Today they are among the 270,000 negatives of the FSA preserved
in the Library of Congress.
After seven years, and well over one hundred thousand miles crossing and
re-crossing the nation, using his 3s-mm camera as a social and political instrument, Lee's Pie Town photographs may well be his greatest single achievement. Lee carefully selected forty-six of what he thought were the best images
to accompany an article on Pie Town in the magazine U.S. Camera that was
published in October 1941. "I am a photographer hired by a democratic government," Lee wrote, "to take pictures of its land and its people." He was
hoping his images would "endure to help the people of tomorrow understand
the people of today, so they can carry on more intelligently."97
In the decades that followed, Lee's photographs appeared in hundreds of
books and magazines, and were displayed in museums all around the world.
Over time, however, Lee became somewhat irritated with what seemed like
an endless discussion of Pie Town. Somehow, the photographs, regardless
of their excellence, had come to overshadow his other work. "'I wish I had
never heard of that damned town,' because it attracted too much attention,
more than it deserved," Jean Lee recalled Russell saying. 98 This group of
photographs "loomed too large in Lee's career," one scholar, Mary Jane
Appel, agreed in 2003. "This single assignment has been emphasized and
analyzed in detail in almost every discussion of Lee's work. The attention
garnered by these images was, in part, Lee's doing, an attention he did not
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welcome later in life."99 Regardless, there is little doubt that Lee's photographs of Pie Town are among his best, a reflection of his deep love of the
land and the rural people that he came to admire.
Lee's photographs of proud but ailing Dust Bowl refugees and bean-farming homesteaders in that remote corner of New Mexico continue to amaze
us. Even a casual glimpse indicates the images were composed with compassion, skill, and tact. IOO Lee clearly demonstrated that a camera could be
used "to dissect the social and economic forces at work in a town."IOI Today,
these images of Pie Town, as well as of Datil, Quemado, Reserve, and
Mogollon, provide a remarkable and lasting glimpse into a world that has
long since disappeared.
Russell Werner Lee's letters to Roy Stryker relating to Pie Town and Catron
County serve to complement his black-and-white and color images and provide a rare window into the everyday thoughts and life of one of the most
famous and dedicated photographers of the Farm Security Administration.
These invaluable letters are carefully preserved today at the University of
Louisville and are published here for the first time.
First Letter, Dated 20 April 1940

Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
Genl Delivery
Phoenix, Arizona

4120/4°
Dear RoyArrived here yesterday evening after a trip thru about all the extremes
you could imagine-windstorms, rain, dust storms, sleet, driving snow,
and finally tropical heat. From Albuquerque we went to Socorro to Datil,
N. Mex. where we stayed in an old ranch house that had been dissembled
piece by piece and rebuilt about ten or fifteen miles from the original site.
I took quite a few interiors and exteriors there. Then we crossed the continental divide and on to Pie Town which is a settlement of migrants from
Texas and Oklahoma-dry land farmers raising Pinto Beans and corn.
Talked with the store owner there and I believe it should be one community we must cover. He called it the "last frontier" with people on farms
ranging from 30 to 200 acres-some living in cabins with dirt floorsothers better off, but all seemingly united in an effort to make their community really function. Near there also are some cattle and sheep ranches
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should you want some of that. Was not able to get to McNary on this trip
as the snow had made the roads rather doubtful-that is where lumbering
operations are very extensive. At Springerville they were flood irrigating
the valley meadows-a little later they drive the cattle to the mountain ranges.
There should be a fine story on Arizona cattle and the small town here.
From Springerville we went to Globe thru some magnificent countrysparsely populated but most scenic. Globe and Miami are full of pictures
of the mining town houses perched in groups on the hills dominated by
the tremendous smelter and waste piles. I took just a few pix there and
will go back for more later of course. We went to Phoenix via the Apache
Trail which is again magnificent but with its thousand or more curves and
turns is very difficult to drive -took about 3 hours for 50 miles of the worst
stretch. We passed Roosevelt Dam and I got some good shots around
there-the country is faced with a serious water shortage and it certainly
was apparent there. Altogether I took about 125 pictures with the Linhof
on the whole trip varying from interiors of the old ranch house, snow
scenes, mountain valleys, irrigation, flood and ditch, cliff dwellings, etc.
Last night I discovered another pinhole in the bellows and have sent in
the negatives air-mail-you should receive them Monday morning. This
pinhole is repaired and there are no signs of any others. Please have the
film developed at once and wire me a report at Sea Breeze Tourist Village, Phoenix, if they are OK. There may be a few shots-interiors-that
my flash was temporarily off but that's OK now, too. If you could have Roy
[Dunn] make a few prints at once to check for sharpness. I would sure
appreciate it. Would like to have your comments of this set as quickly as
possible. I have definitely gone after the pictorial in the great majority of
these. If any important shots should have to be retaken I might be able to
get some of them in my travels around. I am sorry this whole matter of
cameras seems to have arisen but believe that it was caught in time before
there was any serious damage to the negatives.
There is going to be plenty to take around Phoenix-they term this the
"Valley of the Sun" and it's a damned good name. It seems to be a most
modern community- beautiful schools, lawns, stores, swimming pools, etc.,
with all the irrigated crops. Some carefully chosen shots will do a great deal
to add to our story of water-the final result of water when used to irrigate
the desert.
Talked with the FSA district man in charge of projects-Casa Grande,
Chandler, Camelback are the main ones here and Agua Frio is the migrant
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camp. From what I could gather Casa Grande & Chandler are the two
most important and of course Agua Frio from the migrant angle. He also
advised that Dorothea [Lange] was thru here a year or so ago and took pix
at all three. t02 If you feel that there are enough pictures of Camelback
please let me know at once. Also what coverage will you want on all these
projects? Unless you specify I will give full coverage-perhaps even following one family thru a day (as a symbol of all the others) on each of the
three projects. Please let me know how long you want me to devote to
Southern Arizona-two weeks, three weeks or a month? There is material
available, of course, for many months work, but I know that is impossible.
If you could list the states you want covered most intensively and total
time available it should be a good guide. If there are six months available
for this area I would suggest the following:
New Mexico-2 months-rating 1st
Colorado -1 Y2 months - rating 2nd
Arizona - 1 month - rating 3rd
Utah-3 weeks-rating 4th
Nevada - 3 weeks - rating 4th
Of course I know it is impossible to make any hard and fast rule, but with
some sort of rough idea it will be possible to regulate the intensity of work in
a particular state.
I mentioned in my last letter the talk I had with George Sanchez in Albuquerque. He certainly knows the problem of the Spanish Americans. He suggested that concentrated work in one ofthe isolated Spanish American villages
would be very representative of them all. He has given me the names of keymen who will cooperate in several areas he mentioned. He is most interested
in attempting a clearing house for sociological study in the Southwest similar
to [Howard W.] Odum's setup at Chapel Hill. I01 He will be at University of
Texas located at Austin this coming year. I have given him your name and
told him briefly about the work we have done with the University of North
Carolina & Odum's group. I also mentioned Dr. Park at U. of Oklahoma as
one with whom he could possibly count on for full cooperation in such a
Shldy.104 Sanchez next study will be among the Mexican minority groups at
San Antonio. Will see him again in Albuquerque when I return there.
Have you had any more reports from the University of Oklahoma exhibit? How's Arthur [Rothstein] getting along with "Look?"105 What is his
address? I'd like to drop him a note?
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Did you see sometime ago in Eleanor Roosevelt's column where she had
dinner with Dorthea [sic] and Paul [So Taylor] and where she gave their
book a big hand?
Let me hear from you soon, Roy. Jean sends her best and remember us to
Alice Phyllis and everybody.
Best regards,
Russell
P.S. Address letters General Delivery, telegrams care of Sea Breeze Tourist
Village. Your telegram came thru the Signal Corps here and was mailed
one full day after it was received.

R
Second Letter, Dated 9 May 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
Gen Dely
Pie Town, N. Mex.
Sunday 5/9/40
Dear RoyJust a note to tell you of a slight change in plans. I am leaving for Mogollon
tomorrow morning. After a day or so rest will start on the mining story which
I should finish Saturday night. Next Sunday at Pietown they are having a
big community sing-with food and drink as well-it lasts all day so I'm
going to be sure to be there for that. Have also discovered that they are
cutting ties in these here mountains by means of the old broad-axe, so I'll
get that when I return. Also there will probably be a big square dance a week
from Tuesday here.
Everything's going fine-there will be more pictures of Pietown to
follow-most of the work I've done so far has been in the country-there
are a few more shots needed in the town here which I'll get next week end.
Haven't had a bath-outside of sponge bath-for ten days-so I'm sure
going to welcome a shower.
Will write again soon
Best regards
Russell
P.S. How does the enclosed sound to you? Has the New Mexico guide book
been published yet?
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Third Letter, Dated 30 May 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
General Delivery
Pietown, N. Mexico

5/3°/4°
Dear RoyArrived here in Pietown this morning after stopping at Glenwood for a
little fishing. Mogollon-an old gold & silver mining town and Reserve-a
town over 100 miles from a railroad and looking every bit like you might
expect it.
Am getting my lineup on work around here this afternoon and expect to
have about 5 full days work here-there is a big meeting of surrounding
farmers here Saturday night (Farm Bureau) and on Sunday there should be
church services. I think there's going to be a good story here - it certainly
looks like the last frontier here-even the hotel rooms are furnished with
only a bed, a table, a chair and a "thundermug." No baths are available.
Mogollon is by far the best of any mining town we've seen so far and
from all accounts it should be really something on pay day. The town looks
very much like the shots I've seen of the real old timers (this is very old, too,
having been founded in 1889 and producing ever since). I met the storekeeper and saloon owner and they seemed very cooperative about my statement. I might get back for a real picture story of the town. They said that
pay-day was by far the best time to be there-there were fights, drunks in
the gutters and everything else you might associate with a mining town. I
believe I can get a real story here of the life of the miner and the mining
town and it should take 4 or 5 days to do it right. Next pay day is two weeks
from this coming Saturday which would make it June 15th. I would consider going there this Saturday which is also pay day except for the importance of the Pie Town job.
Am enclosing a typewritten sheet of a poster for a rodeo at Quemado, N.
Mex., about 20 miles west of here a week from this Saturday. No professionals
are allowed and from various inquiries around Western New Mexico it seems
as if it will be well attended by people from a large area. As you notice there is
camping in their cottonwood grove and I believe it should be the closest approach to an old fashioned country gathering that we could find out here.
Here then is a suggested schedule for the next two weeks work unless you
want me to drop all this and get on to the Rio Grande Valley.
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May 30 to June 4-Pietown
June 4 to June 8-Springerville & McNary, Arizona about 50 & 100 miles,
respectfully,
west of here for story on the big lumbering operations at McNary or cattle
around Springerville. McNary would probably be better if there is much
going on. McNary is quite difficult to reach in the winter time on account
of snow.
June 8 & 9-Rodeo at Quemado, N. Mex.
June 10 and nth-Glenwood, N. Mex.-two days leave or rest
June 12th to 15th inclusive-Mogollon mining story
June 16th - Enroute to Albuquerque & Spanish American story
Let me know by return air-mail or better by return telegram if this is OK
or if you want me to go to Albuquerque.
Have received the Agfa Supreme today and am well supplied now with
film & flashbulbs. I wrote Roy Dixon recently about what appeared to be
the lack of brilliance in some of the prints recently sent out. He advises that
it was due to the color of the paper stock & that he now is using a much
whiter paper.
How's everything going in Washington? Let me hear from you soon, Roy.
Best regards,
Russell

Fourth Letter, Dated 14 June 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
Dear RoyJust a very hasty note. Was mistaken for a German spy at Mogollon but
available credentials were apparently satisfactory. However the deputy sheriff there reported it to Glenwood and Silver City. Everything has been satisfactorily arranged and they are all satisfied I'm working for the govt.
This brings up a point however that we are all undoubtedly going to run
into. What do you think about adding finger prints to our new photo identification cards?
I mayor may not be able to get the complete set of pix at Mogollon
because the plant supt. is out of town but may return tomorrow. I feel sure
I can get his permission for the necessary underground shots. At any rate
he'll be back next week and I could run back to Mogollon (120 miles from
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Pietown) and get the shots then. Going to Pietown early Sunday, there until
Tuesday.
Best regards,
Russell

Fifth Letter, Dated 17 June 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
General Delivery
Pietown, N. Mex.

6117/4°
Dear RoyJust a very short note to tell you where I am.
Had a piece ofgood luck at Mogollon - the supt. arrived Saturday AM.I was able to get shots in the gold mine-shots of the miners & their clothing - bar room scenes Saturday night - just about everything except interiors
of miners' homes and there just wasn't time for that. The mine interiors
were rather difficult & some may be doubtful due to presence of an oil fog
from the pneumatic drilling machines.
Arrived here yesterday AM. and got a good set on the community singing.
Tonight am going to a square dance-tomorrow broad axe work. Will leave
here Thursday AM. for Albuquerque-arriving there Thursday noon. Will
be there two or three days at most. Telegraph address will be El Vado courts.
Would like to take a few days off about June 29 to July 4th or 5th. Jean's
folks are going to Denver and we would like to see them very much. During
the week of June 24th will probably work on the Spanish American town.
Let me hear from you 'at Albuquerque, Roy. In haste.
Best regards,
Russell

Sixth Letter, Dated 20 June 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
General Delivery
Albuquerque, N. Mex.
6/z0/40
Dear RoyArrived here this morning from Pietown. Have sent in 21 dozen cut filmand 6 rolls of Contax-you should receive them Monday.
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The community sing was really grand and the square dance had one of
those fast rhythms with a great deal of abandon. I hope my pix show it. Also
got the pix of use of the broad-axe in hewing ties.
Just had another repercussion on the Mogollon incident. The storekeeper
at Pie Town said that a tobacco salesman who had been in Mogollon said
the F. B. I. was looking for me-that they had caught a spy who had been
taking pix of the mines and streets of Mogollon and wanted to question me.
I believe this is one of those elaborated rumors inasmuch as I think I'm one
of the few people who have taken pictures of Mogollon and-I'm almost
positive-the only one who has taken them recently. So I discountthis story
absolutely-everything was perfectly OK when I left Mogollon and there
was no objection to taking the pictures after the superintendent of the mine
returned. However, do you think I should contact the F. B. 1. here or should
we leave it absolutely unofficial-I will do nothing until I hear from you.
Am having my picture taken this afternoon (for the identification card)
and will air mail three of them in to you.
Did not receive the cut-film I asked you to send to Mogollon-it should
have been forwarded to here by this time? By any chance was it sent to
Silver City? Are any prints enroute to Albuquerque? I received the small set
of M's sent to Pietown. Will caption these here and return them as soon as
possible. Expect to be here until Monday morning. I shall wire you just as
soon as I find out what Spanish American town I shall cover and where my
headquarters will be for [the] next week. Let me hear from you at once,
Roy. My telegraph address here is Wigwam Courts instead ofEI Vado Courts
as formerly advised.
Best regards,
Russell

Seventh Letter, Dated 27 September 1940
Letter from Russell Lee to Roy Stryker
General Delivery
Pie Town, New Mexico
Friday 9/z7/40
Dear RoyArrived here about noon today and found Pie Town getting all set for its
annual fair. It is a small one but there is a fine spirit here. Just after lunch it
started to rain and rained hard all afternoon. The community is in the midst
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of its harvest season-they've had good crops of beans & corn and the vegetables they grow are really amazing for their large size and quality. Amarillo sent one of our displays out here and it looks very good, but the pix you
sent out are certainly appreciated by the community. I don't believe that
you could ever get a more enthusiastic crowd for an exhibit. I tacked them
on the walls for everyone to see. The Farm Bureau is going to keep them
intact so they may have a good historical record of what Pie Town looked
like in 1940. Several people have asked for prints in which they appear but I
have given them no information about how to get them, because I was fearful that the lab might be very busy. Toots said when she was in Albuquerque
that it was now possible for anyone to buy prints at 50 cents apiece for 8 X 10
and 35 cents for a 5X 7. If you would like some orders and it wouldn't be too
inconvenient for you, I can write back a letter from St. John's advising them
how to get them. Please let me know at St. Johns.
I sent you a telegram after our telephone conversation the other night
asking you to send on some Kodachrome via air-mail. I thought it advisable
to have a little extra stock. I also mentioned that none of the Contax prints
were in the Pie Town set and for you to send some on if they were available.
I believe the people here are quite satisfied with what we have given them
after seeing their reactions today although it might be wise to send, say 20,
of the Contax negatives to them to fill out the story just a little more.
Yesterday morning I drove to Santa Fe with the Pie Town pix to show to
Mr. [Charles Ethridge] Minton. He was very much pleased with them but
said that it was his idea to include but eight or so of them in the New Mexico
picture book put out by the Writers' Project. J06 Ida not believe they are interested in doing a book devoted to Pie Town. The picture book will contain
about 65 shots and will be quite different than those in the New Mexico guide
book. The emphasis will be on groups - group activities - work and recreationwith some shots on architecture and the like. He asked me to make a selection of about 20 pix which might show the Pie Town story with emphasis on
groups. He is also anxious to have group shots from other sections of New
Mexico and a church or two. All unused pictures will be returned to yoU. 107
36971 D or Contax shot of Community Sing.
Other shots of N. Mexico that might interest him:
Mogollon-miner's sitting on sidewalk, one underground shot, main streetbar room scene
Penasco & Chamisal- Women plastering house, Catholic procession.
Traveling show entertainment at Penasco.
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Taos- Crowd and native dances at Fiesta at Taos. Merry-go-round pix. Bread
baking.
Llano de San Juan-pix showing subdivision of land by families
Costilla-weaving pix-group if possible
Pinos Altos-Eugene Davis-gold prospector
Catron County - Sheepherders - sheep
I believe that a maximum of 40 or 50 shots including Pie Town would be OK.
His address is Charles Ethrige Minton
New Mexico Writers Project

418 College St.
Santa Fe, N. Mex.
He is also planning a book on "Grandmothers" with biographies of each. It
seems that there is a great deal of witchcraft - folk lore, old recipes, superstitions, etc., that these old women know about-that may pass away and be
lost when they die and he wants to record them. lOB Three Spanish-American
women that I think he might find very interesting are:
1. Old women who made bread at Arroyo Seco (name can be supplied by
SA supervisor Taos.)
2. Two old women at Chamisal-one washing wool, the other well
wrinkled but standing against wall (Names can be supplied by Postmaster at
Chamisal). I would suggest that you send pix of these 3 as a sample. Would
also suggest that you send Contax shot of Mrs. Beason (old lady with dark
dress in the yard with grandchild in lap) of Pie Town. This would represent
the emigrant from Oklahoma to New Mexico.
Be sure to let me know at St John's when Ed Locke is coming thru Salt Lake
City.109 We will undoubtedly stay there at New American Tourist Lodge in
the 400 or 500 block of South Main Street, S. L. City. If his coming is by
train have him wire or write to me there at Gen. Delivery and we'll give him
a welcome at the station. And I sure hope yOll can get Ollt here soon, too.
Let me hear from yOll soon, Roy.
Best regards,
Russell

ILL.!. A SATIRICAL SKETCH OF
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
PHOTOGRAPHER RUSSELL LEE AT
WORK

Drawn by Lee's friend and
colleague at the Farm Security
Administration, Lithuanian-born
Ben Shahn.
(Image courtesy Roy Stryker
Papers, Special Collections,
Ekstrom Library, University of
Louisville, Kentucky)

ILL. 2. RUSSELL LEE, CA. 1942

(Photograph courtesy The
Wittcliff Collections, Albert
B. Alkek Library, Texas State
University-San Marcos, San
Marcos, Texas)

3. PIE TOWN IN APRIL 1940, WHEN LEE FIRST ARRIVED
"I believe it should be one community we must cover," Lee wrote his boss in
Washington, D.C, Roy Stryker. On the south side of the Main Street stood the
town's beanery, a curio shop, J. B. Wyeth's taxidermy "studio," the town cafe,
and the general store of Jack A. Keele and Harmon L. Craig.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War Information
Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress,
LC-USF34-03 679 6 -D )
ILL.

ILL.

4. AN INDIVIDUAL THOUGHT TO BE ODELL EMERY FILLS HIS CAR WITH

GASOLINE AT THE TOWN'S ONLY GARAGE

Price of gasoline in the small village in 1940 was 20¢ per gallon. Most of the
buildings in Pie Town were painted red, white, and blue, thanks to the
Standard Oil Company.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Se'curity Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library
of Congress, LC-USF34-036721-D)

ILL.

5.

THE PIE TOWN HOTEL

Setting atop a small dyke, the
log structure had once been
the town's only store. Lee
rented one of the rooms for a
dark room to develop his
photographs. The rooms were
"furnished with only a bed, a
table, a chair and a
'thundermug.' No baths are
available," Lee wrote. Two
Delco plan ts in the
community provided
electricity.

(Photograph courtesy Farm
Security AdministrationOffice of War Information
Photograph Collection, Prints
and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LCUSF34-o36875-D)

ILL.

7.

A LOCAL HOMESTEADER, PETER MARSHALL LEATHERMAN, WHO

LIVED IN A DUGOUT THREE MILES SOUTHWEST OF PIE TOWN, ARRIVES IN
THE COMMUNITY TO AIR UP HIS TIRES ON HIS BURRO-DRAWN CART AT
THE LOCAL GARAGE

Few of the homesteaders in the vicinity of the

community had tractors and many had no automobiles.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33-o12726-MS)
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ILL.

6.

PIE TOWN'S COMMUNICATION TO THE

OUTSIDE WORLD WAS THE SOCORRO-TO-SPRINGERVILLE STAGE

The stage arrived at the community around ten in the morning,
Monday through Saturday, and carried everything from passengers and
luggage to baby chicks. Arch McPhail stands in the doorway of the
local post office.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-036739-D)

ILL.

8.

CHILDREN, MANY OF THEM SHOE LESS, ARE PART OF A GRADUATION

CEREMONY AT PIE TOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Until the community was officially granted a school a few years later, classes
were held in the Farm Bureau Building. An older student, Luther Barnett,
guides the students in song as the teacher, Grace Lucas, looks on. Many of
the students walked from as far as three or four miles to attend the school.
Those attending high school rode a bus twenty-two miles to Quemado.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library

of Congress, LC-USF34-o36684-D)
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ILL. 10. PETER LEATHERMAN UNLOADS SACKS OF

BEANS AT THE TOWN'S BEANERY AS HARMON L. CRAIG, THE TOWN'S
BENEVOLENT AND UNOFFICIAL MAYOR, LOOKS ON

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33-012725-M5)

ILL.

9.

JOHN ADAMS IS AT THE REINS AS TWO MULES DRAG HEWN

CROSSTIES FROM THE NORTH FACE OF BIG ALEGROS MOUNTAIN

In Pie Town, Lee learned a few Dust Bowl refugees were making a
living by "cutting ties in these here mountains by means of the old
broad-axe." From the base of the mountain, the ties were trucked to
the railhead town of Magdalena, sixty-three miles to the east.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33-012779-M4)

ILL. 11. USING BURROS AND HORSES, FARO CAUDILL AND HIS FRIEND, JOHN
ADAMS, SKID LOGS INTO PLACE FOR A NEW DUGOUT

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library
of Congress, LC-USF34-o36905-D)
ILL. 12. FARO CAUDILL PLANTS BEANS
NEAR THE SATELLITE COMMUNITY OF
DIVIDE, JUST NORTH OF BIG ALEGROS
MOUNTAIN

Lee snapped more photographs of
Caudill than any other Pie Town
homesteader. To help cover the seeds,
a small board is dragged from the
planter.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security
Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33012718-M 5)

ILL. 13. JOSIE CAUDILL, FIVE-YEAR-OLD
DAUGHTER OF DORIS AND FARO CAUDILL,
PLAYS WITH HER DOLLS IN THE FAMILY
DUGOUT, SOUTH OF PIE TOWN

Viewing the images of herself and her
parents many years later, Josie found the
images painful. She died in 1998.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security
Administration-Office of War Information
Photograph Collection, Prints and
Photographs Division, Library of
Congress, LC-USF34-036S61-D)

ILL. 14. "GRANNY" BEASON AND
HER GRANDSON, BILLY JOE
FOWLER

Lee thought this photograph
was one of the best of his Pie
Town images.

(Photograph courtesy Farm
Security AdministrationOffice of War Information
Photograph Collection, Prints
and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LCUSF33-0127S4-Ml)

ILL. 15. OLEY "MONK" MCKEE DANCES A JIG AT BILL STAGG'S ALL-NIGHT
SQUARE DANCE SOUTH OF PIE TOWN

"Good God, take a look at those people and you could see those
people were having a ball," Lee would say many years later. The man
on the extreme left (face only) is Wayne Bennett. The three women
looking on are Louise Engle, Colita Schalbar, and Beaulah Thomas.
Colita Schalbar went on to teach school at Pie Town Elementary
School for more than a decade. Few had as big an impact on the
community as did Schalbar. This is one of Lee's more famous and
frequently reproduced images.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-o36912-D)

ILL. 16. SIMON POTTER JR., LEADING HIS HORSE WESTWARD, ABOUT HALFWAY
BETWEEN PIE TOWN AND QUEMADO, FOURTEEN MILES NORTH OF THE HISPANIC
COMMUNITY OF MANGAS

At 10,244 feet, Big Alegros Mountain, the highest mountain in the northern
part of the county, looms on the southern horizon. The mountain that
dominated the Pie Town landscape was a favorite picnic site for many
homesteaders. Appearing as a mesa from a distance, the fir and aspen
summit was really a rocky volcanic ridge less than twenty feet across in
places. Lee mistakenly thought the mountain to be 12,000 feet in elevation.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library
of Congress, LC-USF33-01273o-MS)
ILL. 17. AN UNNAMED
HOMESTEADER ON HIS WAY
HOME FROM THE PIE TOWN
POST OFFICE

(Photograph courtesy Farm
Security AdministrationOffice of War Information
Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs
Division, Library of
Congress, LC-USF330127°9-M4)

ILL. 18. THE W-BAR RANCH, ONE OF THE LARGEST RANCHES IN CATRON COUNTY

Only a few miles south of Pie Town, the ranch was owned by Bill Dahl, before
his death at the age of fifty-two in December 1939. A wash tub hangs on the
wall. Also visible are a privy, barn, windmill, corrals, and a log bunkhouse. The
rugged Sawtooth Mountains, between Pie Town and Datil, are visible in the
background. Many of the ranchers in Catron County, although they had carved
their ranches out of public lands, resented the homesteaders.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library
of Congress, LC-USF34-036818-D)

ILL. 20. AN ALL-DAY SING AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN PIE TOWN

Lee snapped several images at this event. Those performing include
Oscar Nickelson on the far left.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-036745-D)
ILL. 21. LADIES QUINTETTE AT THE
ALL-DAY SING IN PIE TOWN
INCLUDED LILLY MAE DUGGINS, LILY
LEATHERMAN, AND MRS. DONALDSON

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security
Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF3403 6 955- D )
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ILL. 19. A SMILING PETER LEATHERMAN MAKES A

SMALL PURCHASE FROM HARMON L. CRAIG AT CRAIG AND KEELE'S
GENERAL STORE IN PIE TOWN

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-03675o-D)

ILL. 22. THE GEORGE HUTTON FAMILY

Lee spent an entire day with the Hutton family. Here, the family enjoys an
evening meal. Left to right, George M. Hutton Jr., Bessie Hutton, Ollie
Eugene Hutton (George Jr.'s son), and George Edward Hutton Sr. The
Huttons settled on a homestead eight miles west of Pie Town, hoping to get
away from the hustle and bustle of the Oklahoma oil fields.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library

of Congress, LC-USF34-036600-D)
ILL. 23. THREE MAILBOXES STAND
BESIDE U.S. HIGHWAY 60,
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES WEST OF
PIE TOWN

The size of the Hutton and Burnett
mailboxes reflect residents'
dependence on mail services for many
of their clothing and household items.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security
Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-

035 86 3- D )

ILL. 24. HIGHWAY SIGN, DATIL, NEW MEXICO

Twenty-two miles east of Pie Town and 2,450 miles west of New York
City, the Eagle Guest Ranch at Datil was a way station for weary
travelers along U.S. Highway 60, or those heading into the southern
part of the county by way of State Highway 12.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33-o12829-MS)

ILL. 25. NAVAJO LODGE AT DATIL

Jean and Russell Lee spent the night at the lodge in April 1940. Impressed
with the "old ranch house," Lee took several interior shots. Ray Morley
moved the structure, log by log, from White House Canyon in the
mountains west of the community to Datil. The structure burned in 1944.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-o35886-D)

ILL. 27. SHEEPHERDERS WITH THEIR SHEEP

Lee spotted two Hispanic sheepherders and their dog along State
Highway 12, not far from Tularosa Creek, near the small settlement
of Aragon, the second largest community in Catron County in 1940.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-o36616-D)
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ILL. 26. THE POST OFFICE AND THE RESERVE

MERCANTILE COMPANY IN THE COUNTY SEAT OF RESERVE

Lee snapped this view while on his way to Mogollon. More than 100
miles from any railroad, the small community of Reserve "looked
every bit as you might expect it," Lee wrote.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-0366S1-D)

ILL. 28. SEVERAL COWBOYS WATCH AS A SADDLE BRONC RIDER PERFORMS
HIS SKILL

Lee was inspired by a flyer advertising a rodeo at Quemado. "No
professionals are allowed and from various inquiries. . it seems as if
it will be well attended by people from a large area," he recorded.
The hastily constructed rodeo arena was on the Heacock Ranch
about seven miles south of Quemado on the east bank of Largo
Creek, near a large grove of cottonwood trees where visitors could
camp for the night.

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-o36948-D)

ILL. 29. THE MINING TOWN OF MOGOLLON

Nestled along Silver Creek on the northwestern flank of the rugged
Mogollon Mountains, Mogollon was the largest community in Catron
County in 1940. Lee heard that on payday in the town, "there were fights,
drunks in the gutters and everything else you might associate with a mining
town." During his travels for the Farm Security Administration, Lee
photographed several mining towns, but none was as picturesque and as
interesting as Mogollon. Unlike Pie Town, Mogollon featured conveniences
such as telephones.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library

of Congress, LC-USF34-036S28-D)

ILL. 30. MINERS AND FRIENDS ENJOY A BEER AT HIGGINS BAR IN
MOGOLLON

In Mogollon, Lee expended considerable effort taking a number of
interior shots at the Little Fanney Mine, but the images were ruined
by the "oil fog from the pneumatic drilling machines." Following his
visit to the town, rumors spread throughout the county that Lee was a
German spy.
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF34-o36809-D)

ILL.

31.

LEGENDARY DEPUTY SHERIFF

CHAPIN WILEY CHATS WITH AN
INDIVIDUAL THOUGHT TO BE
CONSTABLE SHORTY LYONS ON
MOGOLLON'S MAIN STREET

(Photograph courtesy Farm Security
Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs Division,
Library of Congress, LC-USF33012790-M2)

ILL. 32. SOMEONE APPEARS
TO HAVE CENSORED
GRAFFITI FROM A SIGN
ERECTED ON BEHALF OF THE
"MOGOLLON SCHOOL KIDS"

(Photograph courtesy Farm
Security AdministrationOffice of War Information
Photograph Collection,
Prints and Photographs
Division, Library of
Congress, LC-USF34-

°3 6 94 6 -D )

ILL.

33.

LULA MAY ROOKS FORD CASHES THE PAYCHECK OF MINER MAX

15 JUNE 1940
(Photograph courtesy Farm Security Administration-Office of War
Information Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Library
of Congress, LC-USF34-o36920-D)
DUNCKHORST ON PAYDAY, MOGOLLON, SATURDAY,
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constructed by Henry Davenport for the Morely family in 1886 in White House
Canyon northwest of the community. Ray Morely dismantled and moved the
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Bermingham, The New Deal in the Southwest, Arizona and New Mexico (Tucson:
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first female to work in combat zones, and she was one of the first photographers to
document the Nazi death camps. She died in 1971.
Born in Highland Park, Illinois, in March 1886, Edward Weston is considered
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extensively in the West and Southwest. Suffering from Parkinson's disease, Weston
died in Carmel, California, in 1958.
45· Stryker to Lee, 19 March 194°,27 March 1940, Stryker Papers.
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the community in 1992 is Russell Smyth, Retracing Russell Lee's Steps: A New Documentary (San Marcos: Southwest Texas State University, 1992).
49. Toby Smith, "Pie Town: A Trip Back," Albuquerque Journal Magazine, 18 January
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Lee to Stryker, n.d., Stryker Papers. About 1880, Jose Antonio Padilla moved his family from Los Padillas to what was called Rito Quemado, about five miles east of the
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72. [Lee], "General Caption[s] on Pie Town," n.d., Russell Lee Papers, Texas State
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Hendrickson, Bound for Glory: America in Color, 1939-43 (New York: Harry N.
Abrams, 2004),
96. Lee, quoted in Photographer Russell Lee, Ann Mundy and Associates, 1986.
97. Lee, "Life on the American Frontier-1941 Version," 41.
98. Jean Lee, interview by Joan Myers, 16 May 1996, quoted in Appel, "Russell Werner
Lee: The Man Who Made A~erica's Portrait," 27. Russell Lee died in Austin, Texas,
on 28 August 1986.
99. Appel, "Russell Werner Lee: The Man Who Made America's Portrait," 27.
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Hendrickson's Bound for Glory: America in Color, 1939-43. Doris and Faro Caudill
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1940, 9 September 1940, Stryker Papers.
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Florence Owens Thompson, the "Migrant Mother," may well be the most famous
of the Depression Era images. Lange, a polio victim, divorced her first husband in
1935, and married Paul S. Taylor, a professor of economics at the University of
California, Berkeley. She was forced out of the FSA in late 1939. Dorothea and
Paul were friends with Lee. Lange died on 11 October 1965. For a full-length biography, see Milton Meltzer, Dorothea Lange: A Photographer's Life (New York: Farrar
Straus Giroux, 1978).
103. After completing a PhD in psychology at Clark University and a second PhD in
sociology from Columbia, Howard W. Odum served as dean ofliberal arts at Emory
University before directing the School of Public Welfare and the Department of
Sociology at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Shortly after his arrival, he established the Institute for Research in Social Science and the journal
Social Forces. He toiled incessantly to improve race relations and authored several
books. Odum died 8 November 1954.
104- Lee may be referring to Robert E. Park, who was influential in developing the theory
of assimilation as it pertained to immigrants in the United States and who was at one
time president of the American Sociological Association and the Chicago Urban
League. Park, however, had retired from the University of Chicago in 1936.
105. The New York-born Arthur Rothstein studied with Stryker at Columbia University
before joining the Resettlement Administration in 1935. Rothstein's striking images
of an isolated Gee's Bend, Alabama, eleven of which accompanied a lengthy article printed on 22 August 1937 in the New York Times Magazine, have been compared to Lee's Pie Town photographs. Both were able to depict the poverty of the
communities while lending dignity to the people. Rothstein died in 1985. Arthur
Rothstein, The Depression Years (New York: Dover Publications, 1978).
106. None of Lee's images appeared in the picture book. Federal Writers' Project, New
Mexico, New Mexico: A Guide to the Colorful State (New York: Hastings House,
1940). This guidebook was reprinted by at least four different publishers over the
next fifty years.
107. Lee listed the following images:
36553 D
36683 D
36899 D

36857 D
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36812 D
36739 D
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36703 D
36760 D
36799 D
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108. Tey Diana Rebolledo and Marfa Teresa Marquez, eds., Women's Tales from the
New Mexico WPA: La Diabla a Pie, Recovering the U.S. Hispanic Literary Heritage series (Houston, Tex.: Arte Publico Press, 2000).

109. Edwin A. Locke was Roy Stryker's trusted assistant at the FSA, for which he worked
primarily as a writer. Although not as talented as Lee and other photographers in
the FSA, Locke did do some photography, especially in 1937, during flooding along
the Mississippi River.

New Mexico Clergymen's Perceptions of
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal
Monroe Lee Billington and Cal M. Clark

T

he Great Depression and Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal created great turbulence in New Mexico's economy, society, and politics.
At first national and state leaders hoped that the perceived large role of
subsistence agriculture in New Mexico's economy would shield the state
from the worst ravages of the Depression. This premise, however, turned
out to be false; in fact the rural economies had survived only because of a
widespread migration of workers for seasonal employment elsewhere in the
state and the Southwest, which collapsed with the onset of the Depression.
Furthermore, New Deal programs in New Mexico created controversy and
conflict in their attempts to alleviate massive poverty. Disputes over land
ownership and control among Native Americans, Hispanic subsistence farmers, and Anglo commercial ranchers and farmers intensified; new taxes and
fees for reclamation projects threatened Widespread property loss; and the

Monroe Lee Billington was emeritus professor and former head of the Department of History
at New Mexico State University. He wrote New Mexico's Buffalo Soldiers, 1866-1900 (1991)
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bon program at Auburn University. He is author of Taiwan's Development: Implications for
Contending Political Economy Paradigms (1989), coauthor of Comparing Development Patterns
in Asia (1997), and coeditor of Globalization's Impact on State-Local Economic Development
Policy (2001).

521

522 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 4

attempts to strengthen Hispanic village life faced a contradiction between
preserving the traditional culture and promoting agricultural modernization and productivity. The political scene was equally murky because
progressives led by Sen. Bronson Cutting moved through short-lived alliances and battles with both the Republican and Democratic parties. Cutting himself, although a Republican, opposed Pres. Herbert Hoover for not
responding effectively to the Depression and then was critical of the New
Deal for not doing enough, leading the Roosevelt administration to campaign vigorously against him in 1934. 1 Given this complex situation, the
perspectives of New Mexicanson the New Deal would appear to have been
problematic, to say the least. Thus, this paper explores how the New Deal
looked "on the ground" by analyzing letters that clergymen in the state sent
to President Roosevelt in response to an inquiry from the latter about social
conditions in their communities.
What did the members of the New Mexico clergy think about FOR and
the New Deal? This study, based upon the southwestern religious leaders'
letters to the president in 1935, addresses this question. By examining a small
slice of public opinion, the article is intended to contribute to a fuller understanding of the overall reaction of the American people to their government and its multitudinous activities during the Great Depression.
When Roosevelt was inaugurated on 4 March 1933, the United States
was in the deepest economic depression in its history, a crisis that brought
its economic and political systems to the edge of breakdown and threatened
social chaos. The American banking system, having steadily declined for
several months, was on the verge of total collapse. As public confidence
lessened, panic-stricken depositors stood in long lines to withdraw their
banked money before the inevitable bankruptcy declaration. Mob psychology forced uneasy customers to demand their cash from formerly stable
institutions, and the massive demands for their deposits created self-fulfilling prophesies of account shortages. By inauguration day, over five thousand banks all across the country had closed their doors. The frightening
developments presaged the new president and Congress to order a "banking holiday." The stock market was at low ebb. Industrial production was
~own to 56 percent of the 1923-1925 level. Out of a labor force of 52 million,
1 wage-earner in 4 did not have a job to support himself or his family. Another 5.5 million laborers were only partially employed. Conditions were
hardly better in farming and ranching areas. Unable to sell corn for a profit,
midwestern farmers burned the previous year's crop to keep away winter's
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cold. Essentially no markets existed for southern income crops such as cotton, tobacco, and peanuts. The nation's eastern markets' demands for southwestern cattle were virtually nonexistent. 2
Under such devastating economic conditions, the president urged Congress to pass dozens of major bills and hundreds oflesser ones to attack the
problems created by the Great Depression. Compared to the previous Hoover
administration, the Democrats appropriated unusually large sums of money
to counter depression woes. The nation's political leaders organized a vast
bureaucracy to administer the multiplicity of agencies and programs that
sprang up in response to economic need. A flurry of activity occurred as the
leaders in Washington inaugurated and implemented a New Deal for "the
forgotten man."3

Soliciting Clergy Opinion about the New Deal
These momentous political events, in turn, stimulated questions concerning
the impact of the New Deal. How effective were the New Deal measures?
How did Americans respond to them? What else could government do to
help? On 23 and 24 September 1935, the president mailed a form letter to
members of the clergy in the United States:
Reverend and dear Sir:
Your high calling brings you into intimate daily contact not only with
your own parishioners, but with people generally in your community. I
am sure you see the problems of your people with wise and
sympathetic understanding.
Because of the grave responsibilities of my office, I am turning to
representative Clergymen for counsel and advice-feeling confident
that no group can give more accurate or unbiased views.
I am particularly anxious that the new Social Security Legislation just
enacted, for which we have worked so long, providing for old age
pensions, aid for crippled children and unemployment insurance, shall
be carried out in keeping with the high purposes with which this law was
enacted. It is also vitally important that the Works Program shall be
administered to provide employment at useful work, and that our
unemployed as well as the nation as a whole may derive the greatest
possible benefits.
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I shall deem it a favor if you will write me about conditions in your
community. Tell me where you feel our government can better serve
our people.
We can solve our many problems, but no one man or single group
can do it-we shall have to work together for the common end of
better spiritual and material conditions for the American people.
May I have your counsel and your help? I am leaving on a short
vacation but will be back in Washington in a few weeks, and I will
deeply appreciate your writing to me.
Very sincerely yours,
[signed] Franklin D. Roosevelt4
Did this letter show Roosevelt's genuine interest in the clergy's opinions,
or did he have an ulterior motive? If the president was sincere, there should
be indications that he used the clergy's responses in some specific way. No
specific evidence has been found that the clergy's comments affected the
making of public policy. He may have contacted the clergy to affirm the
acceptability of his programs. Or he may have written the letter simply to
compliment religious leaders by soliciting their opinions. Possibly the president had little or nothing to do with the decision to mail this letter, but a
logical assumption is that someone on the White House staff did. In that
case, the most likely person would have been Louis McHenry Howe, longtime friend and advisor to Roosevelt. About the same time, Howe organized
the Good Neighbor League to enlist the support of members of the clergy,
educators, social workers, intellectuals, women, and pacifists for the Roosevelt
cause. He assigned the task of directing the League's activities to Stanley
High, an important speech writer for the president. In that position, High
developed and put into action a number of projects to aid the Democrats'
cause during the campaign of 1936. High held a divinity degree and had
once been editor of the Christian Herald. High probably conceived of the
letter-to-the-clergy project and then Howe gave him permission to organize
and execute it. 5 Regardless of who executed the project and their motivations for the request from the White House, the clergy's letters are a unique
source for understanding public opinion in the 1930S.6
Roosevelt was a life-long member of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
He was baptized at and grew up attending St. James Church in Hyde Park,
New York. Mter his marriage, he and his wife, Eleanor Roosevelt, saw that
their children (Anna, James, Elliott, Franklin D. Jr., and John) attended
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Sunday school and were trained as Episcopalians, although FOR was not a
regular churchgoer during the early years of his marriage. After he became
a public figure, when church attendance became symbolically important,
he attended more often, but he did so reluctantly, with good reason. After
being stricken by poliomyelitis, Roosevelt found church attendance to be
an ordeal because of his physical handicap. Once he became president, he
went to church only a few times a year, foregoing the physical struggle and
public curiosity of his getting into and out of a church pew. Despite this
periodic attendance, Roosevelt served for many years as senior warden of
his small home church in Hyde Park, even while he was president. He was
active in this position until the time of his death. 7

In 1935 the number of clergymen in the United States was approximately
200,000.

The White House staff mailed the president's letter to

121,700

of

the nation's clergymen, apparently to every minister, priest, and rabbi whose
addresses were available. Slightly more than
addressees, and approximately

30,000

100,000

letters reached the

clergymen from every state in the

Union responded to the president's query.8 Letters poured in from representatives of all major denominations as well as many small religious groups in
the country. The ministers felt obliged to give their honest, personal responses to the presidential inquiry. Their opinions manifested wide varieties of socioeconomic, political, ethnic, and regional interests.
The New Mexico Clergy file in the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential
Library contains fifty-four letters. Ofthis number, sixteen did not indicate the
religion or denomination of the writer. Table

1

lists the religious affiliation

and breakdown ofthe remaining thirty-eight clergymen, who represented seven
denominations. Also, it lists the percentages of these denominations in relation to the thirty-eight respondents. Almost exactly one-third of the respondents were Roman Catholic priests, an indication ofthe strength oftheir church
and its relationship to the large Hispanic population of this southwestern state.
Table
Denomination
Roman Catholic
Presbyterian
Methodist
Disciples of Christ
Baptist
Episcopalian
Congregational

1.

Clergymen's Religious MfiIiations
Number of clergy

% of total

12

32

8
6
5
4
2

21

16
13
11
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Presbyterians comprised just over one-fifth of the total number of these
known respondents, while Methodists, Disciples of Christ, and Baptists constituted 16 percent, /;)3 percent, and 11 percent, respectively. Ministers of
Episcopal and Congregational churches combined for slightly less than 10
percent of the total.
The absence of letters from New Mexico rabbis, other mainline Protestants, and ministers serving a variety of Christian sects and fringe groups is
noted. Some of the sixteen respondents who did not indicate their religious
affiliations may have been leaders of such assemblies. Also, White House
assistants possibly were unable to find names and addresses of the ministers
of some of the smaller groups.
Several parallels existed between the distribution of clergymen in this
sample and the total number of clergy in New Mexico, although a few significant divergences occurred as well. In 1936 243>936 persons were members of New Mexico's 1,030 religious congregations. Of these congregations,
837 were affiliated with one of the seven denominations represented by the
responding clergymen. 9 Table 2 lists the number of congregations in each of
the seven denominations, as well as their percentages of the total.
The fifty-four clergymen who responded to FOR's letter constituted 6
percent of the total number of clergymen residing in New Mexico at that
time, a statistically significant portion of the total.

Table
Denomination

2.

Congregations of Religious Groups
Number of congregations

% of total

60

Roman Catholic
Methodist
Baptist
Presbyterian
Episcopalian
Disciples of Christ
Congregational

14
10

7
6
2

Table 3. Overall Attitude Toward FOR and the New Deal
Responses
Very unfavorable
Unfavorable
Neutral
Favorable
Very favorable

Number of clergy

% of total

2

4

6
8

11

30
8

15
55
15
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Strong Overall Support for the New Deal
Each of the New Mexico letters has been coded as to its general tone toward
Roosevelt and the New Deal: (1) very unfavorable, (2) unfavorable, (3) neutral, (4) favorable, and (5) very favorable. Table 3 shows that these clergymen were supportive of the New Deal by a margin of 70 percent to 15 percent
with the remaining 15 percent neutral. This favorable percentage in New
Mexico was somewhat higher than FDR's nationwide support in the presidential elections of 1932 and 1936 in which he received 57 percent and 61
percent, respectively, of the total votes cast. 1O Finally, the New Mexico clergy's

70 percent support was slightly more than the state as a whole in 1936, which
gave FDR 63 percent of its total votes cast. lI
A number of New Mexico clergymen were effusive in their support for
the president. Douglas Matthews, the Dean of St. John's Episcopal Cathedral in Albuquerque, exclaimed: "Your magnificent and courageous fight
for the common people deservers] the support of every right minded individual, and I think your program is more Christian than any which has
been sponsored by those in high places during my lifetime."12 A member of
the Catholic Oblate Fathers wrote: "Everything is O.K. in Dawson, N.M.
Congratulations for all what you have done and intend to do for the welfare
of the country. You are the real man for the situation, and [I] hope you will
continue the good work you have done so well, since you have been at the
head of our country."13 Minister Floyd Painton of Aztec, in the far northwestern corner of the state, did not list his denominational ties but wrote:
"Permit me ... to thank you for what you have done for the people, for the
earnest spirit of helpfulness you have so nobly manifested in all your work,
and to pledge you my support and my prayers for your further success in
every way, and may the God of our Fathers, who established this great nation[,] bless and keep yoU."14
But Roosevelt had severe critics.J5 Protestant minister E. W. Fenton in
Albuquerque responded to FDR's query with a long letter detailing his
views of the "flaws" of many programs. He concluded: "It gives me no
pleasure now to have to say that I think your plans have failed. True they
have, in a way, fed the hungry and staved off disaster-perhaps even REVOLUTION. But no permanent benefit has resulted from them.''i6 D. B. Titus,
the pastor of the First Christian Church in Roswell, was generally unfavorable to the government's approach to solving the nation's problems,
including federal intervention and widespread reliance on various relief
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measures that in his mind harmed the morale of working-class citizens.
He finished his long letter with this sentence: "For the future I ... submit
that something else [rather than federal aid] should be tried before we
add complete poverty of spirit to our national ills."17

A Mixed Review of Specific Issues
The fact that the New Mexico clergymen were, on balance, favorably inclined toward the New Deal is hardly astonishing. More significant is their
relative interest in the various issues associated with the New Deal and
FDR, and the substantial variations that occurred in the clergymen's degree of support for or opposition to these specific issues. Thus, each of the
New Mexico letters has been broken down to assess specific issues and the
priests' and ministers' responses on each topic has been coded (1) very unfavorable, (2) unfavorable, (3) favorable, or (4) very favorable.
Interestingly, only one of the sixteen issues (the New Deal's agricultural
policies) evoked approximately an even division of opinion. Five of the issues (Social Security, public works programs, the Civilian Conservation
Corps [Ccq, munitions embargo, and banking laws) produced approving
responses of 78 percent or more, while ten of them (relief programs, the
National Recovery Administration [NRA], prohibition repeal, president's
family, bureaucracy and corruption, taxes, budgets and debts, constitutionality, diplomatic recognition of Russia, and armaments expenditures) earned
approval ratings of 33 percent or less. In other words, despite their overall
support of the New Deal, the clergymen negatively perceived almost twothirds of the sixteen issues. Their responses revealed that whereas New
Mexico's clergymen generally approved the principle policy thrust of the
New Deal, they leveled substantial criticisms at a majority of the particular
facets of the Roosevelt program.
A better appreciation of the clergymen's responses can be gained by considering the issues in four specific groupings: government programs aimed
at helping particular sectors of the American population, issues of morality,
perceived governmental abuses, and foreign policy issues. Tables 4 through
7 summarize the New Mexico clergy's positions on these subjects. The tables

list the number and percentage of clergymen commenting on an issue, as
well as the percentage of the clergy's comments that could be considered
favorable.
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Support for Government Activism in Several Areas
At the most general level, the New Deal aimed to restore the American
socioeconomic system to normal operating order and to provide immediate aid to those suffering from the severe dislocations of the Great Depression. The New Mexico clerics who wrote to FOR commented on seven
specific topics concerning governmental programs designed to implement
these goals: Social Security, public works programs, relief programs, agricultural policies, the CCC, the NRA, and banking laws. The data in table
4 indicate that the clergymen had quite different perceptions of these issues-strongly approving four, strongly disapproving two, and dividing
almost equally on one.
Social Security was by far the most salient of the sixteen issues; over onehalf of the New Mexican clergy mentioned it and of those clergy 91 percent
approved it. Clearly the clergy deemed its potential beneficiaries, specifically children, the aged, and the disabled, well worthy of solicitude. From a
practical standpoint, these groups often represented the clergymen's own
parishioners who were hardest hit by the Depression. Between 1936 and
1940, repeated surveys showed that over 90 percent of the citizenry supported Social Security, especially old-age pensions. 18
L. Guy Ament, the pastor of the Disciples of Christ congregation in the
small town of Roy, wrote: "Count the new Social Security Legislation a very
splendid advance and timely. If this program can be carried out and properly
safeguarded, it will be wonderful. The people talk [about] itand are pleasedthe older people who are in the last lap of life's race. To properly care for the
aged, crippled children and needy is truly Christian."19 A Hispanic clergyman
in Albuquerque, Juan G. Quintana, agreed: "I have been much interrested
[sic] in the Old Age Pension Plan, because it is of grave responsibilities to take
Table 4- Clergy Perceptions of Governmental Help Policies
Issue
Social Security
Public works programs
Relief programs
Agricultural policies
Civilian Conservation Corps
National Recovery Administration
Banking laws

Number of
clergy citing

% of clergy
citing

% of clergy
in favor

32

59

27
18

50

91
89
33
56

9
9

33
17
17
2
2

78
0
100
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care of men and women past 60. And to gave [sic] them a very careful consideration; and to me it seems to be the only plan suggested, that will provide aid
for aged citizens that canot [sic] work for their lives."2o
Under the oversight of Presbyterian Sunday School Missions, the newly
arrived young minister Ronald Brook who was stationed in Chama but who
served "the largest mission field in New Mexico" wrote a long and poignant
letter addressing several topics. He expressed the need for "some National
force" to improve the public school system in Rio Arriba County. He reported on the "filth and disease and ignorance" of the mostly Hispanic
population in the northern mountains of the state whose "living conditions
have not changed for 400 years," including "the pitiful condition of the
homes round about." He indicated that the works projects had helped these
people, but that they did not need a dole to keep them from starving. This
young missionary expressed his most emotional comments in response to
the president's request for feedback on Social Security:
The Social Security Legislation is needed badly here, and I feel it
would be one of the best things tried yet. We have a sad case of an old
man here right now, all alone, no money, too old to work. I must go
from house to house to beg for him tomorrow. He has been a CPA and
has done a good job of teaching in his day.... He deserves the help of
the USA and there are many other faithful souls who have given their
all for their country. They need our help. We should give it. 21
Despite the overwhelming support for Social Security Legislation, positive
reaction to it was not unanimous. Baptist minister Thomas D. New in Albuquerque believed that Dr. Frances Townsend's proposal to issue large monthly
government checks to all elderly people was superior to the recently enacted New Deal statute. 22 Fenton was critical of the Social Security Legislation because it did not go far enough; he wrote that the program was "good
in name but a failure as enacted." He concluded, "In your [Social Security]
Bill you propose throwing a few crumbs to a beggar and call[ing] it'Security For Old Age. w23
Exactly one-half of the New Mexico clergymen made references to the
New Deal's public works programs and 89 percent of them expressed support. 24 Most of these favorable comments focused upon the provision of aid
to and regained dignity for the participants, rather than the broader economic impact of the projects. Barnabas Meyer, a non-Hispanic northern
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New Mexico Catholic priest who indicated that he served a parish of "Pueblo
Indians, Spanish-Americans, and Mexicans," responded, "As to the Works
Program I am not aware of any more useful work for our needy."z5 The
Hispanic priest Leon 1. Ylardia in Anthony on the southern border of the
state agreed: "The Works Program shall, if administered properly, afford
much employment which is badly needed at this time."Z6 The Hispanic priest
Porfirio Romero in Chacon did not specifically praise the public works programs, but he obviously gave his tacit approval when he suggested that the
government help the farmers in his parish get their produce to market by
rebuilding the eight miles of road between Chacon and Holman. He further recommended: "Because of the scarcity of water during seasons of
drought, another beneficial work that could be carried out would be irrigation projects. There are good places where reservoirs could be built for storing water during the winter for summer use."Z7 To be sure, the works programs
did not receive unanimous approval. An Albuquerque Disciples of Christ
minister, Owen W. Reece, offered this observation: "While some of the
'made-work projects' have been useful, much of it has been just as the term
signifies, 'made-work' and no real good has come other than it did firnish
[sic] work for a few men ."Z8
The New Deal directed a great deal of attention to problems associated
with agricultural regions. 29 Although New Mexico had vast expanses of rural areas, surprisingly less than one-fifth of the state's clergy mentioned agricultural policies or problems in their letters to the president. Even more
surprising was that FOR's agricultural initiatives were not especially popular; they received only a 56 percent approval rating. A. Starkey, the minister
in tiny San Jon, positively remarked: "Crop conditions are some[what] better this year than they have been for the last three or four years; I believe our
country as a whole is beginning to revive. It will take some time for our
people to pay their obligations and live at the same time, but with the program you have outlined and the sympathetic aid you are extending to the
farmer and the people in general, we will soon be relieved of much of this
burden."30 Minister W. E. Henson, who resided in the little village of House,
pointed out, "The farm program has very greatly helped the large machinery farmers but in my judgment has penalized the farmer who has been
trying to do the right thing for years by diversifying and employing men
rather than [using] big machinery."3!
The CCC, a program to put unemployed young men to work conserving the nation's natural resources, received the attention of a small portion
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of the New Mexico clerics. 32 The CCC received an approval rating of 78
percent since it employed young men who otherwise could not find jobs,
initiated massive and effective conservation programs (including a fair share
in New Mexico), and was a well administered agency. Hunter Lewis, a missionary who worked out ofSt. James' Episcopal Church in Mesilla Park and
whose duties carried him all over New Mexico for many years effused: "I
wish to give my hearty approval of the CCC program. I have visited it on
many occasions. It has done a world of good for our boys, and they are very
grateful for it all."33
The NRA, designed to provide temporary government regulation of the
nation's businesses in order to speed economic recovery, drew critical comments from one respondent. 34 The opposition ofAlbuquerque minister Fenton
was based on his dislike of massive government spending "at fearful cost to
the taxpayer."35 The banking laws, intended to protect and improve the nation's
banking operations for the benefit of the people, also attracted the attention
of one respondent, but his comments were favorable. 36 John R. Carver, a retired Presbyterian minister residing in Clovis, informed the president that
"your banking system is meeting with general approval here. Practically every
person says that general conditions are better than in March, 1933."37

Strong Rejection of Relief Programs
The majority views communicated by the New Mexico clergy on public
relief programs were quite different from the majority views expressed on
public works programs. 38 Relief programs were quite salient, since exactly
one-third of the clergymen mentioned them, ranking the issue tied for third
in overall importance with the repeal of Prohibition (see table 5). But relief
was not at all popular, since two-thirds of the clergymen who commented
on it did not approve. Evidently most of these clergymen were imbued with
a strong work ethic. They believed that the dole would make people lose
their initiative and that easy government money would encourage indolence and laziness. Headquartered in Taos, O. E. Thurmond, a district missionary preacher for the North Eastern Baptist Association of New Mexico,
expressed these thoughts: "You are already aware of one of the most serious
mistakes, I fear, and one that has left its mark. ... It is the relief program to
which I refer. Men have become shiftless and without ambition through
it."39 Minister Earl C. Welliver in Las Vegas, New Mexico, agreed with the
preacher: "The worst effect of Relief was that it made lazy dependents of
many theretofore self-supporting people."40
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Henry D. Buchanan, the senior priest of the historic St. Genevieve Catholic Church in Las Cruces, wrote a long letter expressing his strong opposition to federal works projects and reliefpolicies. He preferred to have agencies
like the Red Cross deal with emergencies. He acknowledged that his opinions were "highly unpopular"; nevertheless, he held to his beliefs that government actions did not help but rather interfered with a "rebuilding of
morale" of the people and that "there is nothing like hard work for this
purpose." He believed that government workers "took their wages of shame
and [in doing so] sold just so much more independence ofspirit." He stated
that "we can neither spend nor loaf
our way back to prosperity." He argued that "there has been a great deterioration of morale among the
Spanish speaking element of Las
Cruces, because so much has been
given them without their working for
it," resulting in a loss of "self reliance
and self respect." He concluded that
"a few riots would damage the
country's morale less than continued
unearned relief."41 Perhaps this Catholic leader supported the established
policies of his church, long known
for its social services toward its members, but in the real world of the midthirties, the economic hardships of
large numbers of Hispanic Catholics
forced them to choose survival over
philosophy.
ILL. I. HENRY D. BUCHANAN, CA. 1960
One-third of the clergy comment- (Photograph courtesy St. Genevieve
ing on relief were acutely aware that Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico)
government handouts had prevented
many Americans from starving. They favored temporary relief measures
for moral and humanitarian reasons. And even while criticizing long-term
relief, the Las Vegas minister Welliver admitted that "there is no question
but that [short-term] Federal Relief saved from starvation or at least acute
suffering many worthy people who could find no other means of support
at the time."42
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ILL. 2. ST. GENEVIEVE CHURCH, LAS CRUCES, CA. 1930S

(Photograph courtesy St. Genevieve Church, Las Cruces, New Mexico)

Moral Concerns about the Roosevelt Administration
Table 5 reveals that New Mexico clergymen, as their calling would suggest,
were quite critical of President Roosevelt concerning several moral issues.
Their comments on the repeal of Prohibition and the divorces of the
president's children can be directly linked to their role as preachers and
moral guardians for their communities. Many religious leaders and organizations within mainline Protestantism had opposed the drinking of alcoholic beverages, and over the years these collective denominations
established committees and commissions to work towards Prohibition. When
Prohibition ended, the occasion brought forth a great outburst of angry comments from the clergy. In New Mexico the subject of liquor was tied for

Table 5. Clergy Perceptions of Moral Issues
Issue
Repeal of Prohibition
President's family

Number of
clergy citing
2

% of clergy
citing

% of clergy
in favor

33
4

11

o
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third place as the clergymen's most relevant issue, exactly one-third of them
referring to it. Eighty-nine percent of them were critical of FDR's support
of repeal, and some clergy also blamed the return of legalized alcohol for
America's social problems. For a few of them, the president was directly
responsible for these undesirable developments.
Albuquerque Disciples of Christ pastor Reece sent a two-page singlespaced letter to the president, the first page devoted entirely to the subject
ofliquor. In part he wrote, "You promised us the saloon would never return,
and that dry territory would be protected, [but] we have the saloon and
worse than the saloon with its bar-maids selling booze to any high school
boy or girl who asks for it. The old saloon was a prayer meeting as compared
with the ones of today. Dry territory has not been protected in any sense,
bootleggers still thrive."43 Deming preacher Will K. Reeme sent this message filled with both emotion and misspellings:
Am persuaded you have endevored to help the Forgotten Man in
affairs temporal but oh! The Tragady of this Age! The dagger you
thrust through heart and Vitals of the Church of Jesus Christ. I see on
that blood strained blade the tendrils of Love, Hope, Faith, and all
Christian Virtues tossed at the feet of the bloody Drunken Driver,
Trafficker of Intoxicants, the Harlot, the Women of all types in Saitins
vast hord of Reprobates in barrter for what?? May God have Mercy
upon your poor Misguided Sin Sick Soul is My humble prayer. 44
Pastor Ament expressed the sentiments of many New Mexicans when he
wrote: ."'Repeal' has proven [to be] a bad move. We have so much drinking
and drunkenness. It is a bad move to license anything that carries with it
such possible evils. 'Big money' controls."45 Paul M. Joy, the pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church in Socorro, forcefully expressed his views: "Personally I feel that the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment has brought
about untold suffering and crime and degradation. It is responsible for the
reckless driving on the highways with its appalling toll oflives. It is true that
the Eighteenth Amendment did not meet the expectations of the good
people, but the present system is much worse, and the public will demand
a change."46
Like other clergy across the nation, New Mexico's religious leaders considered themselves the moral guardians of American society, and two of them
expressed disapproval of the highly publicized divorces of FDR's children,
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Elliott in 1933 and Anna in 1934.
In their views, Roosevelt's children
were violating God's law and the
president's family members were
obligated to set an example for the
general population. 47
This moral ire carried over into
intensive opposition against what
the religious leaders perceived as
governmental abuses and excesses. As the data in table 6 indicate, the New Mexico clergymen
were virtually unanimous in their
opposition on the four issues of
bureaucracy and corruption, larger
government budgets and debt, excessive taxation, and perceived violations of the Constitution.
ILL. 3. FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
Among the sixteen issues menSOCORRO, 2009
tioned in the letters, concerns
(Photograph courtesy Hannah Wolberg)
about bureaucracy and corruption
ranked fifth in importance for the New Mexicans. Slightly more than onefourth of the clerics commented upon one or both of these topics. Perhaps
their high level of concern about corruption emanated from their displeasure with state politics. Mter New Mexico statehood in 1912, the infamous
Santa Fe Ring that emerged in the nineteenth century continued its long
traditions in machine politics and questionable patronage practices. 48 Arthur
Shaw, a minister in Vaughn, revealed his concern about these matters in
the 1930S when he wrote, "In my judgment the urgent need is to get the
various administrative agencies separated from local political machines."49

Table 6. Clergy Perceptions of Government Abuse
Issue
Bureaucracy and corruption
Taxes
Budgets and debts
Constitutionality

Number of
clergy citing

% of clergy
citing

% of clergy
in favor

14
6
4

26

0

11

17

7

0

2

0
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Hall Pierce, a respondent from the Pecos Valley, reported that based on
"persistent tales one hears that it is necessary to 'vote democratic' in order to
get relief work." He continued, "I am positive that this necessity does not
originate in Washington, but certain local politicians will need restraining
on this score."50 Socorro pastor Joy was even more direct with his comments:
"Frequently worthy men tell me that they are not given work because of
their affiliation with some political party. If this be the truth, or even half
the truth, it is an outrage to think that politics will stand in the way of providing for needy people."5l
Despite Roosevelt's promise in his 1932 presidential campaign to balance tile nation's budget, the New Deal programs drained the national treasury and plunged the nation deeper into debt. Seven percent of the clerics
commented on the government's policy pertaining to budgets and debts.
They were critical of the lingering unbalanced budgets and burdensome
national debt.
Since massive deficits accrued because of government spending, the New
Dealers proposed new taxes to help pay for a portion of the additional expenses. 52 Eighty-three percent of the New Mexico clerics who commented
on the taxation politics were critical. B. B. Harrison, a "farmer preacher"

ILL.

4.

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, DEMING,

1927

(Photograph courtesy First United Methodist Church, Deming, New Mexico,
and preserved by Dale Cole and his late wife, Marlene)
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serving in a rural region near Texico on the eastern New Mexico border,
reported that because of high taxes and expenses, area homeowners were
"left without much to live on and no work."53 S. E. Allison, a Methodist
minister in Deming, who was happy with the president's taxation policies so
long as they were directed toward the wealthy, wrote, "You are just as right
as you can be in ... making the big rich carry their part of the tax burden."
In contrast James A. Hedges, a Presbyterian in Hagerman, opined, "There
is a danger of its going beyond what is wise and fair, penalizing honorable
and honest business instead of encouraging [it] ."54 As for the constitutionality of the New Deal measures, John Sylvester, one of the state's clergymen,
recommended that the president be very careful to protect the Constitution
as it was originally intended by the Founding Fathers. 55

The Low Salience of Foreign Affairs
As table 7 details, a few New Mexico clergymen showed interest in foreign affairs. Presbyterian minister Sylvester in Las Cruces and Catholic
priest Fermin Charechevea in Albuquerque unfavorably addressed the diplomatic recognition of communist Russia. Charechevea wrote, "Let the
'White House' cease favoring the smart tyrannical Communist rulers of ...
Russia."56 Two letter writers favorably took note of Roosevelt's munitions
embargo in the Italian-Ethiopian war, possibly because it was imposed
during the same week that most of the clergy received their letters from
the president. From the western part of the state, Lordsburg minister T. A.
Philips wrote, "I am with you in your position that the United States be
kept free of foreign entanglements, and that we are to remain strictly neutral in the war between Ethiopia and Italy."57 James Johnson referred to
and articulated unhappiness with the nation's armaments expenditures. 58
The clergymen who highlighted Russia, the munitions embargo, and arms
expenditures related those subjects to the general themes of neutrality
and peace. 59
Table 7. Clergy Perceptions of Foreign Policy Issues
Issue
Diplomatic recognition of Russia
Munitions embargo
Armaments expenditures

Number of
clergy citing

% of clergy
citing

2

4
4

2

2

% of clergy
in favor
o
100

o
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Underlying these foreign policy comments were anticommunist sentiments militating against diplomatic relations with the USSR and a pacifism
undergirding support for the munitions embargo and opposition to increased
defense spending and war. More importantly the small number of respondents in the area of foreign affairs highlighted the fact that immediate economic problems were more central to the men of God.
A Nuanced Evaluation of the New Deal

In conclusion New Mexico clergymen displayed a firm consensus about
the New Deal. They realized that the grave economic and social disruptions accompanying the Great Depression called for the American government to take radical remedial actions. Thus, they strongly supported several
key presidential mandates, legislatives acts, and government agencies and
programs that attacked the Depression at the local level and helped the
recovery of many destitute Americans. Perhaps not coincidentally given
FDR's political acumen, the two programs about which the president specificallyqueried the clergy-Social Security and public works programswere clearly perceived as falling into the category of "help for the needy and
worthy." These preachers and priests, however, were far from blind or unthinking New Deal loyalists. They deplored policies that they perceived as
promoting personal immorality among their parishioners, such as the repeal of Prohibition, "easy money" from the dole, official immorality (e.g.,
corruption and warmongering), and mismanagement (e.g., financial irresponsibility and bureaucratic red tape). They supported the New Deal but
not without significant reservations. New Mexico clergymen of the 1930S
were pragmatic about the New Deal and the role of government in the daily
lives of individual Americans.
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Book Reviews

American Indians, the Irish and Government Schooling: AComparative Study.
By Michael C. Coleman. Indigenous Education Series. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 2007. xii + 367 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, index. $49.95
cloth, ISBN 978-0-8°32-1563-4.)

American Indians, the Irish and Government Schooling is in the new Indigenous Education Series by the University of Nebraska Press. Michael C.
Coleman builds on his previous work on American Indian education to
present us with a comparative study of assimilative education. Responding
to calls for comparative history, Coleman hopes that this project will serve
as an example of "how a particular case fits a broader pattern" (p. 263). In
doing so, he also contributes to the small but growing field of Celtic-Native
American comparative scholarship. More broadly he seeks to challenge the
exceptionalism often present in strictly national histories. The story ofstatebuilding and the way that imperial governments sought to bring "problem
peoples" such as Native Americans and the Irish into the nation by forcing
them to conform is, Coleman argues, an important story of modernity.
Coleman begins by exploring how the traditional educational experiences of Native and Irish people affected their responses to assimilation
campaigns. Although he finds that their experiences were different, he posits that some similarities existed by the 1820S and that their experiences would
continue to converge over the course of the nineteenth century. The differences, however, dominate. The Irish experience did not include boarding

545

546?

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 84, NUMBER 4

schools or attempts at religious conversion, nor did Irish children face the
military discipline present in so many federal Indian schools. While both
systems focused on destroying native languages, issues of class increasingly
defined the Irish case while ethnocentrism determined policy in the American Indian experience (p. 267).
Coleman attempts to focus on both the systems of education and oppression as well as the experiences of the conquered peoples, but is much more
successful with the latter than the former. Rich detailed evidence of student
experiences from numerous autobiographies by Native Americans (one
hundred works) and Irish people (forty works) as well as state and missionary reports provide examples. The author also draws heavily on secondary
sources in both fields, including his previous work, American Indian Children at School, 1850-1930 (1993). Many of the themes of educational experience for Native children in the two books are similar; the major difference
is the addition of several autobiographies from Indian School teachers.
Coleman also includes a chapter on the teachers in each system, a topic
often overlooked by other scholars.
Despite their differences, Native Americans and the Irish did experience
the repression of colonialism, and here Coleman misses an opportunity to
discuss the multifaceted nature of colonial regimes. Rather than providing
the reader with an integrated discussion of the different systems of colonial
administration, Coleman is often content to layout the histories of the two
peoples side by side, letting them speak for themselves. He does not address
the various legal relationships between the colonial governments and their
conquered people, thus leaving unanswered some important questions, especially for a comparative project: Does it matter that the educational systems in each country were set up under different mechanisms-treaties in
the United States and a letter in Ireland? How did the different systems of
governance (a republic versus a monarchy) affect the states' relationships to
their wards?
Coleman does do an excellent job of exploring the experiences of the
colonized, but is less successful at presenting a comparative view of the two
colonial systems. Nonetheless, the effort is useful. The book offers audiences a compelling read meticulously illustrated with stories ofIndian and
Irish children's experiences at school.
Cathleen D. Cahill

University of New Mexico
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Corridors of Migration: The Odyssey of Mexican Laborers, 1600-1933.
By Rodolfo F. Acuna. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2007. xvii +
408 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-8165-2636-9, $26,95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8165-2802-8.)
Rodolfo Acuna furthers the agenda set forth in his seminal Chicano
studies text Occupied America: A History of Chicanos (1972) in his new
study of Mexican immigration in the Southwest. Published more than
three decades ago, the earlier work systematically chronicles Anglo
America's oppression of Mexican Americans and Mexican immigrants. In
Corridors ofMigration, Acuna elaborates a more specific story of Mexican
and Mexican American paths of migration and the struggles against Anglo
American growers, mine own'ers, corporations, and other elites. The book's
culmination and impetus is the suppression of a San Joaquin Valley
farmworkers' strike in 1933 that resulted in the shooting deaths of three
farm workers, the starving of at least nine children, the arrest of hundreds,
and the violent injury of many others.
The text's sometimes passionate language reflects Acuna's outrage at,
first, the social injustice Mexicans and Mexican Americans have endured
and, second, the scholarly and popular elision of pre-Chicano Movement
labor struggles. The title of Corridors ofMigration is taken from the ecological notion of "corridors," routes of migration that animals use to move
through nature (pp. x-xii). According to this organizing metaphor, Mexicans and Mexican Americans migrate along routes circumscribed and predicated on preexisting social ties, proximity, and job opportunities. Acuna
posits multiple corridors of migration that pass through Mexico to and within
the southwestern United States, including the Camino Real corridor (Chihuahua to Santa Fe, New Mexico), the Mesilla corridor (El Paso, Texas, to
southern Arizona), the Cotton Corridor (Yuma, Arizona, to California's
agricultural valleys), and the Sonoran Corridor (Sonora to Douglas, Arizona). The book's chapters track the migration of Mexicans and Mexican
Americans through a simple chronological narrative enumerating evidence
found in historical documents and oral interviews.
Acuna's adherence to his decades' old project of chronicling the oppression of Mexicans and Mexican Americans is admirable. Still, a greater
engagement with current trends in Chicano studies, cultural studies, and
issues of historical representation might have increased the interpretive
power of the work. Absent from the text's vocabulary are the now venerable
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concepts of "transnationalism" and the "Borderlands." When reading this
text, I wondered why Acuna avoided these terms and instead favored "corridors." Does Acuna's data contradict the current theoretical formulations
for understanding Mexican American identity formation? Moreover, the
corridor concept's implicit comparison of Mexicans and Mexican Americans to migratory animals such as ducks, deer, and humpback whales makes
it of questionable utility. For instance, "corridors" does little to further
Acuna's assertion that Mexicans and Mexican Americans should be understood as willful subjects of history rather than the mere objects of Anglo
American organizing.
Acuna's new book will be of special interest to scholars and students of
Mexican migration, Mexican and Mexican American labor history, and fans
of Acuna's prior work. Its strength is the telling of a previously silenced
history of oppression, the acknowledgment of the struggles of murdered
striker Pedro Subia and others like him, and the detailed elaboration of the
routes of Mexican migration. While a greater engagement with broader theoretical debates would have increased the text's significance, the too common ignorance of pre-Chicano Movement labor struggles is a powerful
argument for the necessity of Acuna's project.
Michael L. Trujillo
University of New Mexico

The Chaco Experience: Landscape and Ideology at the Center Place. By Ruth
M. Van Dyke. School of American Research Advanced Resident Scholar
series. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: School of American Research Press, 2008. xiii +
314 pp. Color plates, halftones, line drawings, maps, charts, graphs, notes,
bibliography, index. $34.95 paper, ISBN 978-1-930618-76-3.)
In her new book, The Chaco Experience, Ruth M. Van Dyke brings together a wealth of information on Chaco Canyon, its sites, and its inhabitants. The book's thesis is thatthe intersection between landscape and ideology
was the primary determinant for the Chacoans as they built and resided in
their great houses in Chaco Canyon and across the greater San Juan Basin
from the tenth through twelfth centuries.
Van Dyke guides us through Chaco Canyon and its wonders in a series
of chapters. In every chapter, she returns to the core themes of landscape
and ideology. The reader is introduced to Chaco through its location, its
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origins and history, and its descendant communities among the modern
Pueblo peoples of New Mexico and Arizona.
In the core of the book, Van Dyke discusses Chaco as a center place, its
connections to the surrounding landscape, the nature of the Classic Bonito phase (AD 1020-1100), and the transition to the Chacoan post-Classicthe late Bonito period after 1100. These chapters are the heart of the volume
and Van Dyke makes her case by weaving together archaeological knowledge, her concepts of memory and landscape, and ethnographically
known Pueblo cosmology. In her closing chapter, "Lived Landscapes,"
Van Dyke reveals her ambitious goal: to reconstruct the worldview shared
by the Chacoans and other contemporary Pueblo people. She attempts to
do this with a focus on five themes derived from phenomenology and
Pueblo ethnography: sacred geography, visibility, movement, memory,
and cosmography.
With praise for this work and the previously disparate Chacoan data
and literature (on cosmology, ethnography, ritual, landscape, and archaeoastronomy) that Van Dyke has brought together, I do have several comments of a more critical nature. First, I want to address the interplay between
a good idea-a theory or hypothesis-and the data necessary to provide
support. The author makes a number of inferences about landscape, ritual,
leadership, and ideology that do not seem well supported with archaeological data. In addition, it is difficult to imagine how some of Van Dyke's
ideas could be tested and, ultimately, be supported or refuted-the test of
a scientific theory. For example, the author writes: "By the Classic Bonito
phase, it must have seemed natural and inevitable that great house leaders at the center place should be accorded higher status than other individuals" (p. 248). This statement contains several suppositions that are
not discussed in the book. We do not know what the Chacoans believed
was natural or inevitable with regard to their leaders, and we will probably
never know. From the perspective of scientific archaeology, the lack of
discussion of supporting data is problematic. In her defense, Van Dyke
might say that her work and ideas go beyond science, drawing on phenomenology and Pueblo ethnography. This approach has merit. But her
arguments could be more convincing if it was clear which data provide
support and which do not.
In summary, The Chaco Experience provides a fresh perspective on
Chacoan archaeology and ideology. Although Van Dyke's work does not
solve or address some Chacoan archaeological dilemmas that have perplexed
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archaeologists for more than 150 years, the book nevertheless represents a
thought-provoking contribution to the Chacoan literature.
Paul F. Reed
Center for Desert Archaeology
Tucson, Arizona

The Architecture of Chaco Canyon, New Mexico. Edited by Stephen H.
Lekson. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2007. xi + 263 pp. 20 color
plates, 45 halftones, 51 line drawings, maps, 12 tables, graphs, notes, references. $55.00 cloth,

ISBN

978-0-87480-846-9')

Chaco Canyon has been the object of awe and wonder ever since its
discovery in 1849 by Lt. James H. Simpson during his military reconnaissance. From the Hyde Exploring Expedition sponsored by the American
Museum of Natural History to the Chaco Project sponsored by the National Park Service, there has been more than a century of professional research. Ironically, despite this intensity of work, there is still little consensus
within the archaeological community as to the nature of Chaco sociopolitical
organization. Some scholars see it as a locally developed complex chiefdom,
others as a ritual or ceremonial center, and still others as a city with palaces
and even kings.
This volume, capably edited by Stephen H. Lekson, is a contribution of
the Chaco Synthesis, itself an outgrowth of and engagement with the findings of the Chaco Project. The nine chapters include an introduction by
Lekson (chapter 1); a review of Great House architecture by Lekson (chapter 2); a discussion of pre-Chaco architecture by Thomas Windes (chapter
3); an update and extension of Gordon Vivian and Paul Reiter's classic study
of Great Kivas by Ruth M. Van Dyke (chapter 4); a review of what is known
of the architecture of Pueblo Bonito by Jill Neitzel (chapter 5); an examination of the architecture of Chetro Ketl by Lekson, Windes, and Patricia
Fournier (chapter 6); a discussion of the social history of place by Wendy
Ashmore (chapter 7); a new interpretation of "downtown Chaco" by John
Stein, Richard Friedman, Todd Blackhorse, and Richard Loose (chapter 8);
and an evaluation of the role of Chaco architecture as cosmological expression by Anna Sofaer (chapter 9).
There is much to recommend in this volume. The individual chapters
summarize a vast amount of material and make important comparisons with
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other areas of the Southwest. Windes's important discussion of the northern origins of Chaco architecture is a particularly good example. There is
also a growing appreciation of the significance of ideology as a constitutive
force in culture stability and change. Van Dyke, for example, emphasizes
the symbolic meanings of center place, directionality, balanced dualism,
and cyclical renewal. The most controversial chapter is that offered by Stein
and his colleagues. They make the provocative claim that the knoll sites are
"truncated pyramids." Even if their interpretations are proved wrong, they
are focusing welcome attention on these enigmatic and little studied sites.
My main criticism is the absence of Pueblo Indian perspectives. Simpson
was led to Chaco Canyon by Francisco Hosta, governor of Jemez Pueblo,
so Chaco was part of Pueblo memory in the late nineteenth century. The
contemporary Pueblo people with whom I have talked have typically characterized Chaco as a place where things had gotten "out of balance" and
where people had "abused their power." They further suggest that the Creator chose to end Chaco and "start people over." This idea of new beginnings must have been part of the ideology of the new villages established in
the post-Chaco period. Future Chaco studies need to address systematically
the Chacoan legacy of the modern Pueblo people.
Robert W. Preucel
University ofPennsylvania

Tombstone's Treasure: Silver Mines and Golden Saloons. By Sherry Monahan,
foreword by Bob Boze Bell. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2007. xvi + 199 pp. 29 halftones, maps, notes, index. $16.95 paper,
ISBN 978-0-8263-4176-1.)
Like many western boom-and-bust mining communities, Tombstone's
meteoric ascent and decline occurred within a relatively brief period of
time. In seven short years, Tombstone rose from a straggling assortment of
tents to a fair-sized frontier community with substantial brick buildings and
some of the accoutrements of civilization, like ice machines and electricity.
Rather than concentrate on Tombstone's mythic gunfights and violencealthough she does include some of that-Sherry Monahan focuses on two
industries that sustained the community between 1879 and 1886.
Monahan has painstakingly mined the columns of Tombstone's newspapers, the Nugget and the Epitaph, to garner an impressive array of facts and
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figures about silver extraction and saloon businesses during the town's economic heyday. Additionally, three persistent threads are woven throughout
her narrative: the ever-present dust, the "nasty, pestiferous fly," and problems with water flooding into the mines. Silver mining required deep underground shafts, expensive stamping mills to crush the ore, and water pumps
to remove as many as a million gallons of water a day from a single mine. All
this required outside capital. Although the mines may have begun as individually owned or two- to three-person partnerships, eastern investors soon
purchased adjoining mines and established conglomerates. For a variety of
reasons, by the end of 1886 most of Tombstone's mines were idle, miners
moved on to more lucrative strikes, and Tombstone's population declined
precipitously.
Tombstone's saloons were closely tied to the success of the mines since
saloon owners depended heavily on miners' alcohol consumption to sustain their businesses. Saloons proliferated in mining communities and provided considerable income to city coffers. They also held a central place in
the social life of early communities. It was here men gathered to boast about
their newest strike, to commiserate about the backbreaking work, to pick up
a prostitute, or to playa game of faro. In a society where young, single men
far outnumbered women, alcohol consumption tended to be very high.
Competition was fierce and savvy entrepreneurs advertised their wares in
newspapers. Nearly every saloon owner made certain that potential customers knew that they carried genuine Havana cigars, imported whiskies, and
gaming tables. Some saloons had chop houses and restaurants connected to
them; some had brothels. Monahan includes the brief histories of many of
Tombstone's saloons, describes their richly appointed interiors, and documents the rapid turnover in ownership.
Monahan organized the mining and saloon chapters chronologically,
each chapter beginning in 1879 and ending in 1886. Although she does include an occasional first-hand account, some mining reports, and a diary or
two, she relies far too heavily on the newspapers for her narrative and provides little historical context for these two industries. Although filled with
facts, the book tends to read like the newspaper columns from which she
gleans her snippets of information.
Melanie Sturgeon
Arizona State Archives
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The Great Plains during World War II. By R. Douglas Hurt. (Lincoln: Uni-

versity of Nebraska Press, 2008. xiii + 507 pp. 24 halftones, tables, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $34-95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8°32-24°9-4.)

R. Douglas Hurt presents an in-depth study of the Great Plains during
World War II to overcome the "piecemeal" treatment of the topic in previous
works (p. x). His twelve narrative chapters cover twelve separate themes, and
together they provide a holistic treatment of the region south of the Canadian
border. The subjects he addresses include isolationism, war work for women
and men, rationing, farming and ranching, Japanese internment, POW camps,
and the experiences of Mrican Americans and Native Americans.
Hurt argues that the conflict "did not bring revolutionary change" to the
Great Plains, but rather "accelerated" existing trends of out-migration, agricultural surplus, and the expansion of specific industries (p. xi). This thesis,
however, is tempered by Hurt's own findings. The war, for instance, broke
the grip of the Great Depression, and gave farmers on the grasslands a taste
of "their first real prosperity" (pp. 274, 381). Additionally, Hurt acknowledges the growth of a civil rights movement that had no real base in the
region prior to mass mobilization. Despite these significant changes, Hurt
maintains that the Plains began and remained dedicated to agriculture and
related industries. Still, fewer farms, expanded operations, and greater use
of machinery all evolved in response to wartime conditions.
The author is quite successful in allowing "the residents of the Great
Plains to speak" for themselves (p. xii). For the most part, this is a solid
presentation of voices of men and women from the bottom up. In some
chapters, this voice is from the top down as Hurt delves into some intriguing political discussions. Although his desire to present a work with strong
social and economic bents is largely achieved, his treatment of the politics
of isolationism is outstanding.
Hurt also demonstrates the great diversity of opinions and experiences
found in the region. The Northern Plains, for example, showed a greater
tendency toward isolation in the years preceding the United States' entry
into the war. The Southern Plains-Hurt suggests because of locationreceived more federal money, military installations, and wartime industries
than other subregions. This intervention surely remained significant in the
postwar world.
Finally, the author provides many different examples of the region's
paradoxical relationship with the federal government. Residents sought
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government subsidies and other forms of economic assistance, including
construction of munitions plants and airstrips. As a result, the regional
economy improved dramatically during the war. Despite these obvious benefits, residents continued to distrust the federal government and actively
lobbied against inconveniences such as rationing and price controls.
In total the author provides scholars of the region and of the home front
a good reference tool. The work is complete with useful illustrations and
tables. More importantly, the book is a flowing narrative about an understudied era on the Great Plains.
Kurt E. Kinbacher
Spokane Falls Community College

At Sword's Point, Part 1: A Documentary History ofthe Utah War to 1858. Edited by William P. MacKinnon. Kingdom in the West: The Mormons and the
American Frontier series, vol. 10. (Norman, Okla.: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 2008.546 pp. 32 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN
978-0-87062-353-0·)
For an episode that drew about a third of the U.S. Army to a remote
territory as the sectional crisis escalated toward what would become the
Civil War, the Utah War has received surprisingly little attention in textbooks and from historians at large. Indeed, this Mormon-federal conflict
can productively be considered the United States' first civil war, one that
left consequences lingering into the twentieth century, much as did the
conflict that started in 1861. How did the U.S. state relate to its territories?
How did the West influence politics and society in the nation? How did the
West shape the development of the federal government? What role did religion play? This beautifully crafted, exquisitely researched volume makes an
important contribution addressing those and other questions and to remedying the scholarly neglect that has befallen the Utah War. One hopes the
academics who likely will be the work's chief consumers will use this outstanding tool to give the Utah War its due and spread its story more broadly.
This volume traces the Utah War's origins, which stretched from roughly
a decade before Pres. James Buchanan dispatched troops to Utah through
the end of 1857. A second volume will pick up there and complete the treatment. The Kingdom in the West series will devote a separate volume to the
Mountain Meadows Massacre.
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The series could not have tapped a more appropriate scholar to edit this
work. William P. MacKinnon began studying territorial Utah as an undergraduate at Yale in the 1950S and has published on the topic since the 1960s.
His decades of work pay off here as he consolidates documents from dozens
of far-flung repositories, many of which are published here for the first time.
The timing of this work's publication, coincident with the Utah War's sesquicentennial, benefited MacKinnon as keepers of the archives at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have been granting easier access to critical Church records, some of which appear here. Documents
related to Brigham Young's role in planning Mormon responses to the
Utah Expedition rank among the book's most important contributions.
Another important contribution comes in a series of documents that came
to the Buchanan cabinet over the course of ten days in March 1857 and
stirred the administration to act aggressively toward Utah. MacKinnon calls
them "the smoking gun" of the Utah War.
MacKinnon deserves more credit for this work than "editor" would suggest. In addition to amassing the documents and preparing them for publication, he avoided overlap with the previous standard in the field, LeRoy R.
Hafen and Ann W. Hafen's The Utah Expedition, 1857-1858; A Documentary
Account ofthe United States Military Movement under Colonel Albert Sidney
Johnston, and the Resistance by Brigham Young and the Mormon Nauvoo
Legion, first published in 1958. Indeed, rather than present documents and
excerpts with brief introductions, MacKinnon offers extensive commentary
discussing the documents, explains the context in which they appeared, and
synthesizes documents and scholarship to create an engaging narrative. His
achievement marks not just editing at its finest, but history written at its finest.
Todd M. Kerstetter
Texas Christian University

The Reminiscences of Maior General Zenas R. Bliss, 1854-1876. Edited by
Thomas T. Smith, Jerry D. Thompson, Robert Wooster, and Ben E. Pingenot.
(Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 2007. xx + 519 pp. 15 halftones,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 978-0-87611-226-7.)

Zenas R. Bliss is far from a household name, even among seriolls students of the frontier army. In a career more notable for its length and breadth
than for its stellar accomplishments, he faithfully performed the mundane
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duties that typified military service on the frontier, in wartime, and during
Reconstruction. Bliss is unusual, however, in that he was uncommonly observant and left behind this detailed, good-natured account of his far-ranging experiences in peace and war.
Bliss begins his memoir, apparently written ca. 1882-1894, as a recent
West Point graduate (class of 1854) en route to his station with the First and
then the Eighth Infantry in West Texas. He sets the tone of his narrative as
he records day-to-day incidents of the trip and his own naivete that sometimes produces laughter and bemusement among his traveling companions, who include Lt. William Lane and his memoirist wife, Lydia. For the
next six years, Bliss moves between forts Clark, Duncan (where his roommate is Lt. Philip Sheridan), Davis, Lancaster, Quitman, Mason, and lesser
outposts. Although commenting frequently on scouts and Indian raids, he
describes in greater detail affairs, often violent, among local ranchers and
merchants; hunting and fishing excursions; and customs and celebrations
among the largely Hispanic population, including bullfights and Holy Week
ceremonies. In this regard, Bliss's account contains a gold mine of information for social and cultural historians of the Texas frontier.
Bliss had the misfortune of being among the U. S. forces Brig. Gen. David
Twiggs surrendered to Texas authorities at the outbreak of the Civil War. As
a prisoner of war, he offers a rare and intimate description of events in San
Antonio during the early days of the secession crisis. Eventually sent east
and paroled, he obtained a commission as colonel of the Seventh Rhode
Island Infantry, where he saw action at Fredericksburg, during the Vicksburg
campaign, and at the battle of the Crater. Although exercising brigade command and recommended for promotion to brigadier general, Bliss was still
a colonel of volunteers at the end of the war, when he reverted to his regular
army rank of captain. He attributes the seeming slight to his own reluctance
to agitate for promotion and, perhaps, to Secretary of War Edwin Stanton's
rumored refusal to promote officers who had surrendered when Texas left
the Union. Bliss served with the Freedmen's Bureau in South Carolina and
on garrison duty in Louisiana. Then, as a major in the Twenty-fifth Infantry,
he returned to many of his old West Texas haunts, revisiting former acquaintances and drawing comparisons and contrasts to prewar conditions.
His memoir ends abruptly in 1876, leaving the editors to fill in the highlights of his subsequent career until his retirement as major general in 1897.
Bliss's informative and engaging memoir benefits greatly from the attention of three leading historians of the U. S. Army on the Texas frontier. Their
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explanatory notes, based on extensive research in both archival and published sources and conveniently placed at the bottom of the page, provide
pertinent background on people, places, and events. This handsomely designed book should become a standard reference for students of the settlement and development ofWest Texas. The late Ben Pingenot, who dreamed
of seeing Bliss's reminiscences in print, would certainly be pleased.
Bruce

f. Dinges

Arizona Historical Society

North American Indigenous Warfare and Ritual Violence. Edited by Richard

J. Chacon and Ruben G.

Mendoza. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,

2007. ix + 283 pp. Halftones, line drawings, maps, tables, graph, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN 978-0-8165-2532-4.)
This important book of essays addresses the various forms and functions
of indigenous warfare and ritual violence encountered traditionally among
tribal groups of North America. Rich ethnographic and comparative information is provided for various groups, including the Cree-Inuit, Northwest
Coast groups, Chumash, Pueblo, Cahokia, Iroquois-Huron, and southeastern groups; other comparative and interpretive chapters focus on the causes
and effects of different types of violence discovered among these groups.
The diverse sources of information contained in this collection make the
book a valuable asset. Such sources include ethnographic, archaeological,
and historical accounts ranging from the Arctic to Meso-America. There is
even an interesting chapter by Patricia Lambert on osteological evidence
for indigenous warfare in North America.
Several factors contribute to the importance of this collection of essays
and interpretations. First, the work demonstrates the pervasive expressions
of violence in various forms throughout indigenous North America. Second, it helps eliminate certain common stereotypes of North American indigenous cultures as inherently peaceful and non-warlike. The essays also
document the endemic precontact warfare and violence that preceded the
effects of Euroamerican colonialism, militarism, and intertribal conflicts
over access to Euroamerican trade goods. The permanent military conflicts
between various groups such as the Iroquois and Huron are well documented
and apparently an important feature of traditional political relationships
among many tribal groups.
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Perhaps the most important conclusions reached by the authors appear
in chapter 11. This chapter provides a broad theoretical foundation for new
research, and the reader will find insights inviting further study throughout
the various subdisciplines of anthropology. The following paragraph is particularly illustrative of this contribution:
Denying or suppressing dialogue regarding organized violence in
native society is patently Eurocentric, as it lends itself to abuse by those
researchers who then choose to evade the discussion altogether,
thereby fostering the growth and perpetuation of misrepresentations of
mythic proportion. A secondary consequence of such a pattern of
denial is that traditional Amerindian perspectives and world views
concerned with validating and celebrating participation in combat are
suppressed and thereby lost. One additional consequence of denying
indigenous traditions a voice in this discourse is that it lends itself to
having perspectives on indigenous conflict and ritual violence defined
and evaluated exclusively through the prism of a nonnative value
system (p. 227).
Overall, the book is very informative and an essential read for any serious
student of violence in indigenous North America.
Deward E. Walker Jr.
University of Colorado

of Exchange: Navajo Weavers and Traders. By Teresa J. Wilkins.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2008. xiv + 231 pp. Color plates,

Patterns

19 halftones, map, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN
978-0-8061-3757-5.)
Teresa J. Wilkins, an anthropologist and weaver who studied under weaving authority Joe Ben Wheat, weighs in on the subject of Navajo weavers'
relationships with non-Native trading-post operators in this study, which
brings together archival research and fieldwork with living weavers. This
topic has been treated elsewhere, notably in Swept Under the Rug: A Hidden History of Navajo Weaving (2002) by Kathy M'Closkey, who, like Wilkins,
is an academic and a practicing weaver. Wilkins argues that previous studies have insufficiently taken into account weavers' perceptions of their
interactions with traders and collectors. Wilkins promises to offer an analysis
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of these relationships, and to reveal that transformations in Navajo weaving
at the turn of the century represent not a process of acculturation and assimilation into a capitalist marketplace, but a distinctly Navajo process of
"incorporation." Through this process, "new elements the society encountered were absorbed into a Navajo core structural framework, which then
elaborated them from within" (p. 9).
Some aspects ofWilkins's book are treated more ably elsewhere, as numerous authors have analyzed notions of the primitive, constructions of authenticity, and the aestheticization of Native American material culture in the
context of an emerging middle-class consumer culture at the turn of the twentieth century. The primary contribution of Wilkins's study comes in chapters
5 and 6, where the author highlights her fieldwork with contemporary weavers, giving special attention to Navajo concepts ofexchange and value, through
which weavers understood their relationships with traders such as John Lorenzo
Hubbell. Wilkins writes that previous studies of the market for Navajo weaving have focused on the relationship between weaver and trader in terms of
economic exploitation and non-Native imposition of notions of authenticity
and value. For her part, Wilkins argues that traders such as Hubbell held
complex places in Navajo society. Challenging Marxist assertions that a cash
economy necessarily dissolves social bonds, Wilkins argues that Navajo weavers and traders created a hybrid economy, comprising multiple forms of
exchange - including cash, but also barter, gift, and credit in the form ofpawn
and "tin money" issued by individual trading posts-that bound weaver and
trader together in a web of obligation. In many cases, relationships were based
in traditional Navajo understandings of "helping" as a social obligation, and
in the best cases, characterized by mutual respect.
In contrast with earlier studies, Wilkins suggests that weavers have played
active roles in the market for Navajo textiles. As other authors have noted,
as early as the 189os, attempts to influence the aesthetic and technical quality of weavings were made by traders, including Hubbell, who commissioned
paintings ofrug designs and encouraged weavers to copy the designs. Wilkins
includes an inventory of Hubbell's paintings and describes how weavers
negotiated the process of copying the designs, many of which do not depict
traditional Navajo motifs. Wilkins notes that while "weavers were concerned
with the serious business of earning a livelihood by making a marketable
product, they also asserted their own ideas about weaving" (p. 99)'
Bill Anthes
Pit<:er College
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Raising an Empire: Children in Early Modern Iberia and Colonial Latin
America. Edited by Ondina E. Gonzalez and Bianca Premo. Dfalogos series. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007. xi + 258 pp. Halftones, contributors, notes, index. $24.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8263-3441-1.)
Ondina E. Gonzalez and Bianca Premo's edited book Raising an Empire explores the histories of childhood in the Spanish and Portuguese Atlantic empires from the sixteenth to the early nineteenth centuries. The
transatlantic perspective that the authors bring to bear on children and childhood highlights the commonalities as well as important differences in
children's lives and experiences between Europe and the Americas, as well
as within the various colonies, and how they changed over time. Together,
the essays use a variety of approaches to examine a wide range of childhood
experiences, such as migration, apprenticeship, education, crime, family
life, and life in institutions that cared for foundlings and orphans.
The first two essays address imperial Portugal and Spain. Isabel Guimaraes
Sa provides an overview of child circulation in Portugal from 1550 to 1800,
arguing that children, boys and girls, wealthy or not, often grew up in situations that did not include their natural parents. Valentina Tikoff explores
the circumstances for the entrance of children into Seville's orphanages in
the mid-eighteenth century as a case study to examine the history of charity
and family life. The remaining contributors address the history of children
in Spanish and Portuguese America. Elizabeth Kuznesof examines slave
childhood in Brazil, documenting not only the existence of slave families,
but also the participation of both slave mothers and fathers in their children's
lives. And, given that slaves born in Africa comprised majority populations
in much of Brazil, she argues for a central role of African cultural practices
in childrearing there.
Other essays address children from specific ethnic, regional, and class backgrounds. Teresa C. Vergara highlights the Indian youth migration to Lima in
the early seventeenth century, and the diversity in patterns of arrival, language, culture, and opportunities in urban life in colonial Peru. Jorge Rojas
Flores uses the autobiography of Ursula Suares, a Clarist nun, to investigate
the life of the childhood of an elite girl in late seventeenth-century Santiago,
Chile. Laura Shelton examines the informal practice of child circulation and
adoption relating to household labor in the early nineteenth-century northern Mexico borderlands. Through evidence found in custody disputes and
other sources, Shelton argues for the increasing authority of guardians and
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employers over parental claims in cases of legal adoption and apprenticeship by the end of the colonial period. In separate chapters, Gonzalez and
Ann Twinam address foundlings in colonial Havana. Gonzalez argues that
foundling home policies in the seventeenth century highlight the Spanish
Crown's social control efforts of the city's rich and poor populations through
charity. Twinam, shifting to the late eighteenth century, uses the records of
the Havana Casa de Exp6sitos and other sources as a lens to identify the
increasing role of race, in addition to economic status, as an important colonial social marker.
As Premo points out in her conclusion, the volume challenges previous
scholarship that posits that the history of children and childhood is primarily a story of the rise of western modernity. Instead, she argues that this
history is important for understanding Iberian colonialism and colonial processes as well. Like other works of the Dialogos series and the University of
New Mexico Press, Raising an Empire would work well in undergraduate
classes, as the essays are interesting and accessible. A further strength of all
the essays is the transparent discussion ofsources available, and their usefulness and limitations as evidence in writing the history of childhood.
Martha Few
University ofArizona

Book Notes

Forgotten Albuquerque. By Ty Bannerman. Images of America series. (San
Francisco, Calif.: Arcadia Publishing, 2008. 128 pp. 199 halftones, bibliography. $21.99 paper,

ISBN

978-0-7385-5967-4.)

The Sutton-Taylor Feud: The Deadliest Blood Feud in Texas. By Chuck Parsons. A. C. Greene Series, vol. 7. (Denton: University of North Texas Press,
2009. xii + 388 pp. 46 halftones, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 cloth,

ISBN

978-1-57441-257-4.)

Regionalism and the Humanities. Edited and with an introduction by Timothy R. Mahoney and Wendy J. Katz. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,

2009. xxviii + 343 pp. Line drawing, maps, index. $3°.00 paper,
8°3 2-7 6 34-5.)

ISBN

978-0-

Rural Resistance in the Land ofZapata: The Jaramillista Movement and the
Myth ofthe Pax Prilsta, 1940-1962. By Tanalfs Padilla. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2008. x + 285 pp. 21 halftones, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $79.95 cloth,
43 19- 6.)

ISBN

978-0-8223-4337-0, $22.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8223-

Translating Empire: Jose Mart(, Migrant Latino Sub;ects, and American
Modernities. By Laura Lomas. New Americanists series. (Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press, 2008. xvii + 379 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography,
index. $89.95 cloth,

43 2 5-7,)

ISBN

978-0-8223-4342-4, $24.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8223-
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Trama de una guerra conveniente: Nueva Vizcaya y la sombra de los apaches
(1748-179°)' By Sara Ortelli. (Mexico, D.F.: Centro de Estudios Hist6ricos,
El Colegio de Mexico, 2007. 259 pp. Maps, tables, graphs, appendixes, bibliography, index. $33.95 paper,

ISBN

978-968121-275-9.)

Domination without Dominance: Inca-Spanish Encounters in Early Colonial Peru. By Gonzalo Lamana. Latin America Otherwise: Languages,
Empires, Nations Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008. xiii
+ 287 pp. Map, glossary, notes, bibliography, index. $79.95 cloth, ISBN 9780-8223-4293-9, $22.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4311-0.)
The Ecuador Reader: History, Culture, Politics. Edited by Carlos de la Torre
and Steve Striffler. The Latin America Readers series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 2008. 437 pp. 39 halftones, line drawings, map, chart, further reading, index. $89.95 cloth,

ISBN

978-0-8223-4352-3, $24.95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8223-4374-5.)

Political Struggle, Ideology, and State Building: Pernambuco and the Construction of Brazil 1817-185°' By Jeffrey C. Mosher. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2008. xi + 344 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00
cloth, ISBN 978-0-8032-3247-1.)
The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies. By Bernardo de Vargas
Machuca. Edited with an introduction by Kris E. Lane, translated by Timothy F. Johnson. The Cultures and Practice of Violence series. (Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 2008. lxxiv + 293 pp. 31 halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $84.95 paper, ISBN 978-0-8223-4297-7,

$23·95 paper,

ISBN

978-0-8223-4314-1.)

News Notes

Announcements

The New Mexico Office of the State Historian hosted four summer
interns, Elizabeth Reese, Lauren Gray, Jay Aguilera, and Emmy Levitas.
The student interns are funded by the King/Carpenter Charitable Trust
through the Friends .of the New Mexico History Foundation.
The Excellence in West Texas History Fellowship Program announces
two $45,000 western history fellowships for 2010. Two fellowships will be
awarded for the finest cutting-edge scholarship on western Texas, covering
all time periods. These awards are open to scholars either finishing their
doctoral work or with PhD already in hand. Applications are due 31
January 2010. Full information regarding these fellowships is online at
www.angelo.edu/servicesilibrary/wtcollifellowship.html.
Archives, Exhibits. and Historic (Web) Sites

The New Mexico Museum of Art has opened "Gustave Baumann: A Santa
Fe Legend." The long-term exhibition highlights Baumann's many talents
and features some of his more obscure, yet beautiful, work. The museum is
located at 107 West Palace Avenue in Santa Fe. For more information, call
505-476-5072, or visit the website: www.nmartmuseum.org.
The Georgia O'Keeffe Museum has opened "New Mexico and New York:
Photographs of Georgia O'Keeffe." The exhibit will run through 10
January 2010. The museum is located at 217 Johnson Street in Santa Fe.
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For more information, call 5°5-946-1000 or visit the website:
www.okeeffemuseum.org.

Calendar of Events
6 November The "When Indians Play Indian Symposium" will take place

at Texas Tech University. Each paper presented at the symposium will
study a specific situation or encounter in which Native people
consciously acceded to white cultural expectations of what a "real Indian"
is in order to gain the leverage by which to extract from the dominant
culture their particular objectives. Email Dr. Ethan A. Schmidt at
ethan.schmidt@ttu.edu
6-7 November The Pacific Coast Council on Latin American Studies
(PCCLAS) will hold its annual meeting at El Camino College, Torrance,
California.
November The Los Alamos Historical Society presents "Tony
Hillerman's Landscape: On the Road with an American Legend." Anne
Hillerman and Don Strel will discuss their recent book of photography
based on places where Tony Hillerman set his novels. The lecture will
take place in the Pajarito Room of Fuller Lodge in Los Alamos at T30 PM.
For more information, call 505-662-6272 or visit the website:
www.losalamoshistory.org.
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Expedition in Mexico, revd., 454-55
Hurt, R. Douglas, The Great Plains
during World War II, revd., 553-54
Hutton, Bessie: as Pie Town, New
Mexico, resident, 504
Hutton Jr., George: as Pie Town, New
Mexico, resident, 479,5°4
Hutton, Ollie Eugene: as Pie Town, New
Mexico, resident, 504
Hutton Sr., George: as Pie Town, New
Mexico, resident, 478-79, 504

I
In from the Cold: Latin America's New
Encounter with the Cold War, ed. by
Gilbert M. Joseph and Daniela
Spenser, revd., 312-14
"In Memoriam: Tony Hillerman, 19252008," by Louis A. Hieb, 119-29
Inchln (Chiricahua Apache chief): at
janos presidio, 364

Inventing the Fiesta City: Heritage and
Carnival in San Antonio, by Laura
Hernandez-Ehrisman, revd . , 296-97
Isleta Pueblo: photograph of War
Captain of, 209. See also Pueblo
Indians
Isose (Chiricahua Apache): at Fronteras,
Sonora, 363

Jjackson, Donald C., Big Dams of the New
Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics, revd., 153-55
jackson, William Henry: as photographer
of the Rocky Mountain West, 192
Jaimes, Hector, revs. The Return of the

Native: Indians and Myth-Making in
Spanish America, 1810-1930, by
Rebecca Earle, 314-15
janos: as non-Athapaskan mobile group,
410,413,419,422,424; in Spanish
colonial period records, 4II; territory
of, 410-11, 412 , 414
janos Presidio: Antonio Cordero at, 364;
El Compa at, 373; Mimbrefio
Apaches at, 373, 376-77
jaramillo, juan: report of, 400, 406-7,
412 , 4 16 , 417 .
jastrzembski, joseph C., revs. Victorio:
Apache Warrior and Chief, by
Kathleen P. Chamberlain, 145-46
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Jemez Pueblo: photograph at, 24, 215;
See also Pueblo Indians
Jensen, Joan: "Silver City Health
Tourism in the Early Twentieth
Century: A Case Study," 321-61
Jicarilla Apaches: movement of, to
Plains, 371; as Spanish allies, 371
Jimmy Owens site: as accepted
Coronado site, 51-54; artifacts found
at, 30, 32, 38
Jocomes: as non-Athapaskan mobile
group, 410, 413, 419, 424; territory of,
410-11,412,414
Johnson Boarding House: in Silver City,
New Mexico, 344, 345
Johnson, James: opinion of, on foreign
affairs during Franklin D. Roosevelt's
presidency, 538
Johnson, Timothy D., A Gallant Little
Anny: The Mexico City Campaign,
revd., 303-4
Jones, Ed: as Pie Town, New Mexico,
resident, 475, 479
Jordan, Carrie, 323
Jordan, David Starr: Pueblo Indians
response to photography observed by,
19 1
Joseph, Gilbert M., In from the Cold:
Latin America's New Encounter with
the Cold War, revd., 312-14
Joy, Paul M.: opinion of, on New Deal
bureaucracy, 537; opinion of, on the
repeal of Prohibition, 535

K
Kasgoslan (Navajo), 373
Keary, Anne, revs. Violence over the
Land: Indians and Empires in the
Early American West, by Ned
Blackhawk, 151-52
Keele, Carrie: as Pie Town, New Mexico,
resident, 471
Keele, Jack (Joe) A.: as store owner in Pie
Town, New Mexico, 4 64, 471, 474-75,
47 6-77> 479,493
Kellogg, Harold: photograph taken by, 219
Kendall, Nathan: Pueblo Indians
photographed by, 202
Kennedy, David, revs. Remington Army
and Navy Revolvers, 1861-1888, by
Donald L. Ware, 302-3
Keresan Pueblos. See Pueblo Indians
Kerns, Virginia, revs. Matilda Coxe
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Stevenson: Pioneering Anthropologist,
by Darlis A. Miller, 140-42
Kerstetter, Todd M., revs. At Sword's
Point, Part 1: A Documentary History
ofthe Utah War to 1858, ed. by
William P. MacKinnon, 554-55
Killick, David: Kuykendall Ruins auger
key examined by, 18-19
Kinbacher, Kurt E., revs. The Great
Plains during World War II, by R.
Douglas Hurt, 553-54
Kino, Eusebio Francisco: SobafpuriO'odham Indians described by, 414,
417,418; See Sulphur Springs Valley
Kolb Brothers: arrival of, in the Grand
Canyon, 234; Colorado and Green
rivers traversed by, 235, 241, 243, 244,
251; efforts of, to purchase camera
equipment and film, 244; Grand
Canyon business of, 234, 237, 252-53,
254; Grand Canyon photography of,
233,235,23 6 ,237,239,24°,241,242,
243, 244, 24 6 , 249, 253; Grand
Canyon Souvenir Album by, 239;
ill ustrated lectures and tours of, 245,
246,255; river-running article by, in
National Geographic Magazine, 247;
river-running film produced by, 23435,23 6 ,24°,241,243,244,245,249,
251, 254-55; river-running map of,
238; studio of, 234, 235, 245,255,256;
as western adventurers, 233, 237-39,
24°,25°,25 1-5 2,254
Kolb, Ellsworth L.: as river-running
adventurer, photographer, and filmmaker, 233, 234, 236, 238, 239, 241,
247,248,249,25°,253
Kolb, Emery C.: as river-running
adventurer, photographer, and filmmaker, 233, 236, 239,24°,241,243,
247,255
Kollin, Susan, Postwestem Cultures:
Literature, Theory, Space, revd., 16667
Kuykendall Ruins: artifacts found at, 810, II, 13, 14-15, 16, 17, 18, 19,20,21,
22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,3°,31,32,
33,34,35,3 6 ,37,3 8,39,43,46 ,47,
48-50, 55; Coronado Expedition
route corresponds with, 2, 55;
evidence of Natives at, 420;
exploration and discoveries at, 10-39,
12, 50-55; exploration technology
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employed at, 7-8; future work at, 54;
geological survey at, 5-7; map of, 3;
match of, to Chichilticale, 2, 54-55;
post-Coronado presence at, 40--48;
red walls at, 4-5, 11; thermal features
found at, 2-4
Kyakima: artifacts found at, 35

L
LA 54141' as accepted Coronado site, 5152; artifacts found at, 20
La Isabela: artifacts found at, 24, 27
La Rocca, Donald J.: Kuykendall Ruins
lance ferrule examined by, 14, 50
Lacey, John F.: preservation efforts of,
19 6
Laguna Pueblo. See Pueblo Indians
Lamphere, Louise, Weaving Women's
Lives: Three Generations in a Navajo
Family, revd., 148-49
Lapham, Mary E.: artificial
pneumothorax box used by, 336, 337,
338; Highlands Sanatorium
established by, 325
Las Cruces, N.Mex.: St. Genevieve
Church in, 534
Laugen, R. Todd, revs. Radicalism in the
Mountain West, 1890-1920: Socialists,
Populists, Miners, and Wobblies, by
David R. Berman, 16{-66
Leatherman, Peter Marshall: as Pie
Town, New Mexico, resident, 495,
49 6-97,5°3
Lee, Jean: marriage of, to Russell Werner
Lee, 469, 470; travels of, in New
Mexico,464,469,471,472,480,481
Lee, Russell Werner: early education of,
465; letters from, to Roy Stryker, 48291; marriage of, to Jean Smith, 469,
470; photograph of, 492; photographs
by, of Pie Town, New Mexico, and
surrounding communities, 493-511;
photographs taken by, 464-69, 470,
472,478,480; in San Francisco art
scene, 465; sketch of, 492; travels of,
in New Mexico, 463-64, 46 9-72, 473>
475,479,480--82; in Woodstock, New
York,465
Legg, James B.: Kuykendall Ruins
copper coin examined by, 16
Lekson, Stephen H" The Architecture of
Chaco Canyon, New Mexico, revd.,
550--5 1
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Lemke, A. F.: tuberculosis treatments by,
33 6
Levo-Henriksson, Ritva, Media and
Ethnic Identity: Hopi Views on
Media, Identity, and Communication,
revd., 291-92
Lewis, Hunter: Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) approved by, 532
The Life and Times of Richard Castro:
Bridging a Cultural Divide, by
Richard Gould, revd., 444-45
Life of a Soldier on the Western Frontier,
by Jeremy Agnew, revd., 300--301
Light Arroyo. See Kuykendall Ruins
Lim, Ah, 332
Lincoln, Abraham: opinion of, towards
New Mexico, 279; slavery in U.S.
territories opposed by, 266
Lipan Apaches: movement of, to Plains,
37 1
Logan, Michael H., revs. Memory and
Vision: Arts, Cultures, and Lives of
Plains Indian People, by Emma I.
Hansen, 3°9-10
Lorentzen, Loro: photograph of, pulling
Blennert Sled, 7
Lovato, Andrew Leo, revs, Expressing
New Mexico: Nuevomexicano
Creativity, Ritual, and Memory, ed.
by Phillip B. Gonzales, 135-36
Lucas, Grace: as Pie Town Elementary
school teacher, 496
Lummis, Charles F.: photograph taken
by, 209; as Pueblo Indian aficionado,
196; Pueblo Indians response to
photography observed by, 191,200,
201-2
Lyon, Eugene: Kuykendall Ruins alfaxia
nail examined by, 25
Lyon, Luke: Pueblo Indians response to
photography observed by, 205

M
MacKinnon, William P., At Sword's
Point, Part 1: A Documentary History
of the Utah War to 1858, revd., 554-55
Magdalena, N.Mex.: as railhead town,
497; Russell Werner Lee in, 463
Making the Americas: '['he United States
and Latin America from the Age of
Revolutions to the Era of
Globalization, by Thomas F.
O'Brien, revd., 170--71
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Mallea, Arnahia, revs. Big Dams of the
New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics, by David P.
Billington and Donald C. Jackson,
153-55
Mansos: as non-Athapaskan mobile
group, 410, 422
Martinez, Maria: photograph of, 219
Martinez, Richard E.: revs. Chicano San

Diego: Cultural Space and the
Struggle for Justice, ed. by Richard
Griswold del Castillo, 299-300; revs.,

The Life and Times of Richard Castro:
Bridging a Cultural Divide, by
Richard Gould, 444-45

Matilda Coxe Stevenson: Pioneering
Anthropologist, by Darlis A Miller,
revd., 140-42
Matthews, Douglas: Franklin D.
Roosevelt supported by, 527
Maverick Jr., Maury: friendship of, with
Russell Werner Lee, 479
McChristian, Douglas C.: revs. The

Diaries of John Gregory Bourke. Vol.
3, June 1, 1878-June 22, 1880, ed. by
Charles M. Robinson III, 155-56;

Unifonns, Arms, and Equipment: The
U.S. Anny on the Western Frontier,
1880-1892. Vol. 1, Headgear,
Clothing, and Footwear, revd., 15860; Unifonns, Anns, and Equipment:
The U.S. Anny on the Western
Frontier, 1880-1892. Vol. 2, Weapons
and Accoutennents, revd., 158-60
McClevey, Loraine Harris: as relative of
Silver City, New Mexico, health
tourist Arthur Harris, 323-24
McKee, Roy: as Pie Town, New Mexico,
resident, 475-76
McPhail, Arch: as Pie Town, New
Mexico, resident, 494-95
Meade, Everard, revs. National
Narratives in Mexico: A History, by
Enrique Florescano, translated by
Nancy Hancock, 175-76

Media and Ethnic Identity: Hopi Views
on Media, Identity, and
Communication, by Ritva LevoHenriksson, revd., 291-92

Memory and Vision: Arts, Cultures, and
Lives of Plains Indian People, by
Emma I. Hansen, revd., 309-10
Mendez, Hernando: as Tello de
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Sandoval visita interpreter, 70
Mendoza, Antonio de: Coronado
Expedition under;71-72
Tello de Sandoval visita under, 68-69
Mendoza, Ruben G., North American

Indigenous Warfare and Ritual
Violence, revd., 557-58
Mescalero Apaches: Comanches feared
by, 375-76; as Jicarilla Apaches
enemies, 371; movement of, to Plains,
371; at Presidio del Norte, 375, 376,
379-80; protection sought by, from
Spaniards, 375; settlement of, at El
Paso, 375; Spanish military pressure
against, 376; Spanish rations issued
to, 378
Messervy, William S.: as New Mexico
congressional delegate, 273
Meyer, Barnabas: opinion of, on New
Deal, 530-31
Miller, Char, revs. Inventing the Fiesta

City: Heritage and Carnival in San
Antonio, by Laura HernandezEhrisman, 296-97
Miller, Darlis A, Matilda Coxe

Stevenson: Pioneering Anthropologist,
revd., 140-42
Miller, Michael v., revs. On the Edge of

the Law: Culture, Labor, and
Deviance on the South Texas Border,
by Chad Richardson and Rosalva
Resendiz, 142-43
Miller, Susan Cummins, A Sweet,

Separate Intimacy: Women Writers of
the American Frontier, 1800-1922,
revd·,45 1-5 2
Milliken, S. A: as public health officer
in Silver City, New Mexico, 345
Mimbreno Apaches: peace request of,
372; settlement of, at Janos Presidio,
376-77; Spanish campaigns against,
371-7 2
Mogollon, N.Mex.: photograph of, 509,
510, 511; Russell Werner Lee in, 473
Monahan, Sherry, Tombstone's Treasure:

Silver Mines and Golden Saloons,
revd., 551-52
Montoya, Maria E., revs. Dona Tules:

Santa Fe's Courtesan and Gambler,
by Mary J. Straw Cook, 136-37
Mooney, Jadwiga E. Pieper, revs. Sex in

Revolution: Gender, Politics, and
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Power in Modern Mexico, ed. by
Jocelyn Olcott, Mary Kay Vaughan,
and Gabriela Cano, 173-75
Moore, Paula, Cricket in the Web: The
1949 Unsolved Murder that Unraveled
Politics in New Mexico, revd., 440-41
Morley, Judy Mattivi, Historic
Preservation and the Imagined West:
Albuquerque, Denver, and Seattle,
revd., 437-38
Mulroy, Kevin, The Seminole Freedmen:
A History, revd., 149-50
Murphy, John B.: tuberculosis work of,

33 6
Myth of the Hanging Tree: Stories of
Crime and Punishment in Territorial
New Mexico, by Robert J. Torrez,
revd., 294-95

N
Nambe Pueblo. See Pueblo Indians
Namiquipa: establecimientos at, 380
Nataniju (Chiricahua Apache):
interaction of, with Spanish, 364,

37 6-77
National Narratives in Mexico: A History,
by Enrique Florescano, translated by
Nancy Hancock, revd., 175-76
National Recovery Administration (NRA):
description of, 532; New Mexico
clergymen's perceptions of, 528
National Tuberculosis Association, 336
Native American Placenames of the
United States, by William Bright,
revd., 152-53
Nautilnilce (Aravaipa Apache): military
engagements of, 375
Nava, Pedro de: as New Spain's Interior
Provinces commander-in-chief, 366
Navajo Lodge, N.Mex.: photograph of,
506; Russell Werner Lee in, 463
Navajos: as Apache allies, 379; attack
launched by, against Apaches, 371,
372; as Gilefio Apache enemies, 371,

372
Navarro, Pedro Galindo: as Teodor de
Croix's legal advisor, 374
New Deal: New Mexico clergymen's
response to, 525; in New Mexico, 52122; New Mexico clergymen's
perceptions of, 522, 527, 528 -34, 53638, 539; perspectives of New
Mexicans on, 522; table showing New
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Mexico clergymen's perceptions of,

526 , 529, 53 6
New Mexico: clergymen's religious
affiliations in, in 1935, 525-26; New
Deal programs in, 521-22; table
showing clergymen's religious
affiliations in, 525; table showing
congregations in, 526; tourist
attractions in, 194-96, 197-98
New Mexico and Arizona territories:
map of, 282
"New Mexico Clergymen's Perceptions
of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the
New Deal," by Monroe Lee
Billington and Cal M. Clark, 521-44
New Mexico Cottage Sanatorium:
amenities at, 331-33, 340 -41, 342, 346;
business of, 346; cost of treatment at,
331-33; as destination in Silver City,
New Mexico, 322 , 329, 331-33, 337,
338, 355; panoramic view of, 330;
patient cottage at, 331
New Mexico health industry: in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth
century, 325-26, 328, 346
New Mexico statehood: congressional
debate over, 263-64, 265, 266-67, 26971, 272-73,277-78, 279-80,284; New
Mexico Territorial Legislature holds
convention for, 270; vote for, 277, 283
New Mexico Territorial Legislature:
statehood convention held by, 270.
See also New Mexico Territory
New Mexico Territory: description of,
264-65; map of, 268; slavery in, 265
New Mexico's Palace of the Governors:
History ofan American Treasure, by
Emily Abbink, revd., 134-35
New Perspectives an Pottery Mound
Pueblo, ed. by Polly Schaafsma, revd.,
139-40
New, Thomas D.: opinion of, on Social
Security Legislation, 530
News Notes, 185-86, 319-20,461-62,

565-66
Nickelson, Oscar: photograph of, 503
Niza, Marcos de: indigenous groups
encountered by, 407, 409, 410 , 413,
414,417-18,420-21; route of, 401, 403,

415,417-18
Nolan, Frederick, The Billy the Kid
Reader, revd., 131-32
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N orman, Clyde L.: as founder of Pie
Town, New Mexico, 471-72; as Pie
Town, New Mexico, businessman,

47 1-72,474
North American Indigenous Warfare and
Ritual Violence, ed. by Richard J
Chacon and Ruben G. Mendoza,
revd., 557-58
Nueva Vizcaya: environmental pressures
at, 378
Nusbaum. Jesse: Pueblo Indians
photographed by, 202-3

o
O'Brien, Thomas F., Making the

Americas: The United States and
Latin America from the Age of
Revolutions to the Era of
Globalization, revd., 170-71
O'Conor, Hugo: military tactics of,
against Apaches, 368-69
Ojos Colorados (Yagongli), 374-75
Olcott, Jocelyn, Sex in Revolution:

Gender, Politics, and Power in
Modern Mexico, revd., 173-75
Oleszkiewicz-Peralba, MaYgorzata, The

Black Madonna in Latin America and
Europe: Tradition and
Transformation, revd., 315-16
On the Edge of the Law: Culture, Labor,
and Deviance on the South Texas
Border, by Chad Richardson and
Rosalva Resendiz, revd., Lf2-43
O'Neill, Sean, revs. Native American
Placenames of the United States, by
William Bright, 152-53
Opatas: garrison of, at Bacoachi, Sonora,
363; Spanish employment of, against
Apaches, 363
Orient Hotel: amenities of, in Silver
City, New Mexico, 341, 342, 344
O'Sullivan, Timothy H.: photography of,

188,208
Otero, Lydia R., revs., Historic

Preservation and the Imagined West:
Albuquerque, Denver, and Seattle, by
Judy Mattivi Morley, 437-38
Otero, Miguel A: Colorado Territory's
boundary opposed by, 281; New
Mexico statehood supported by, 270,
280-81; photograph of, 269

p
Painton, Floyd: Franklin D. Roosevelt
supported by, 527
Palace Hotel: in Silver City, New
Mexico, 341

Pancho Villa and Black Jack Pershing:
The Punitive Expedition in Mexico, by
James W. Hurst, revd., 454-55
Pancoast, Chalmers Lowell: comments
by, on tourists' behavior at Pueblo
ceremonies, 198-99
Parkhurst, T. Harmon: photograph taken
by, 216,217, 218, 220,223,224
Parsons, Elsie Clews: Pueblo Indians
response to photography observed by,

191
Partridge, Charlotte Russell:
correspondence of, with Silver City
health tourist Eleanor Partridge
Harris, 323, 341, 346, 347

Patterns of Exchange: Nava;o Weavers
and Traders, by Teresa J. Wilkins,
revd., 558-59
Pearthree, Philip A See Kuykendall
Ruins
"Performing the Pioneer: The Kolbs, the
Grand Canyon, and Photographic
Self-representation," by Rachel
Sailor, 233-62
Peters, Leroy S.: tuberculosis treatments
developed by, 335, 337, 338; in the
New Mexico Medical Society, 335; as
physician in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, 346; as physician in Silver
City, New Mexico, 334-35; health
codes supported by, 335; as
tuberculosis patient, 334
Pfeifer, Michael]., revs. Myth of the

Hanging Tree: Stories of Crime and
Punishment in Territorial New
Mexico, by Robert J. Torrez, 294-95
Philips, T. A: opinion of, on foreign
affairs during Franklin D. Roosevelt's
presidency, 538
Photography: history of, in the American
West, 188, 192, 194; role of, in Grand
Canyon tourism, 252, 253; trends in
the early twentieth century of, 245,
246. See also Kolb Brothers
"Photography and the Pueblo Indians of
New Mexico, 1870-1930," by Richard
H. Frost, 187-232
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Picturing a Different West: Vision,
Illustration, and the Tradition of
Cather and Austin, by Janis P. Stout,
revd., 167-68
Picuris Pueblo. See Pueblo Indians
Pie Town, N.Mex.: community life in,
477-78; Dust Bowl refugees in, 464,
475-76,477,482; establishment of,
47 1-7 2; map of, 474, 476; North
Catron County Fair in, 480-81;
Russell Werner Lee in, 463, 470, 471,
47 2,473,475,47 6-77,47 8 ,480-82;
Russell Werner Lee's Depression-era
photographs of, 465, 47 8 , 493-511
Pierce, Edward L.: Charles Francis
Adams's measures condemned by,
274-7 6 , 28 3
Pierce, Hall: opinion of, on New Deal
bureaucracy, 537
Pilcher, Jeffrey M., The Sausage
Rebellion: Public Health, Private
Enterprise, and Meat in Mexico City,
]890-1917, revd., 310-12
.
Pi mas: Spanish employment of, agamst
Apaches, 370
Pingenot, Ben E., The Reminiscences of
Major General Zenas R. Blzss, ]85418 76, revd., 555-57
Pinto, Antonio: as Fernando de la
Concha's guide, 373; as Navajo
leader, 37 1, 373
Pipe Springs, N.Mex.: evangelists in, 477
Plains of San Augustin, N.Mex., 463
Plank, Geoffrey, revs. Scottish
Highlanders and Native Americans:
Indigenous Education in the
Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,
by Margaret Connell-Szasz, 146-47
Postwestern Cultures: Literature, Theory,
Space, ed. by Susan Kollin, revd.,
166-67
Potter Jr., Simon: photograph of, 501
Powell, E. Alexander: Pueblo Indians
response to photography observed by,
200
Powell, John: Kuykendall Ruins copper
button examined by, 37, 39;
Kuykendall Ruins oval buckle
examined by, 39; saddlery strap
buckle and button examined by, 46
Premo, Bianca, Raising an Empire:
Children in Early Modem Iberia and
Colonial Latin America, revd., 560-61

Prescott, Cynthia Culver, Gender and
Generation on the Far Western
Frontier, revd., 163-64; revs., A Sweet,
Separate Intimacy: Women Writers of
the American Frontier, 1800-1922, by
Susan Cummins Miller, 451-52
Preucel, Robert W., revs. The
Architecture of Chaco Canyon, New
Mexico, ed. by Stephen H. Lekson,
550-5 1
Price, B. Byron, Charles M. Russell: A
Catalogue Raisonne, revd., 455-56
Prohibition: New Mexico clergymen's
perceptions of, 534-35
Pueblo Indians: ceremonies of, 197, 198;
effects of Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad on, 193-94; photo gallery
of, 208-24; photographing of, 187-88,
195, 197; practice of charging for
photographs of, 205-7; responses of,
to photography, 188, 189-92, 193, 197,
199-202, 204-5, 207; as Spanish
auxiliaries, against Apaches, 370, 372;
tactics of, to combat white
photography, 203-4, 205; tactics to
take photographs of, 202-3; tourists'
behaviors at ceremonies of, 199;
tourists perceptions of, 195, 196-99.
See also individual pueblos
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. 508;
Quemado, N.Mex.: rodeo tn,
Russell Werner Lee in, 464, 472, 473,
482
Quinanzos (Western Apache): at Tucson,
375
Quinones, Sam, Antonio's Gun and
Delfino's Dream: True Tales of
Mexican Migration, revd., 176-77
Quintana, Juan G.: Social Security
approved by, 529-30
Quitola (Western Apache): at Tucson,
375

R
Rabe, Stephen G., revs. Making the
Americas: The United States and
Latin America from the Age of
Revolutions to the Era of
Globalization, by Thomas F.
O'Brien, 170-71
Radicalism in the Mountain West, 18901920: Socialists, Populists, Miners,
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and Wobblies, by David R. Berman,
revd., 164-66
Raising an Empire: Children in Early

Modem Iberia and Colonial Latin
America, ed. by Ondina E. Gonzalez
and Bianca Premo, revd., 560-61
Raymond, Henry J.: support of, for New
Mexico statehood, 279
"The Red House Camp and the Captain
General: The 2009 Report on the
Coronado Expedition Campsite of
Chichilticale," by Nugent Brasher, 164
Reece, Owen W.: opinion of, on New
Deal, 531; opinion of, on the repeal of
Prohibition, 535
Reed, Paul F., revs. The Chaco

Experience: Landscape and Ideology
at the Center Place, by Ruth M. Van
Dyke, 548-5°
Reeme, Will K.: opinion of, on the
repeal of Prohibition, 535
Reina, Leticia, Cycles of Conflict,
Centuries of Change: Crisis, Reform,
and Revolution in Mexico, revd., 17273

Remington Army and Navy Revolvers,
1861-1888, by Donald 1. Ware, revd.,
3°2-3

The Reminiscences of Major General
Zenas R. Bliss, 1854-1876, ed. by
Thomas T. Smith, Jerry D.
Thompson, Robert Wooster, and Ben
E. Pingenot, revd., 555-57
Rencher, Abraham. See New Mexico
Territory
Rengel, Jose Antonio: as inspector-inchief,375
Resendiz, Rosalva, On the Edge ofthe
Law: Culture, Labor, and Deviance on
the South Texas Border, revd., 142-43
Reserve, N.Mex.: Russell Werner Lee in,
473,4 82 ,5°6-7
Resettlement Agency (RA):.photographs
of, by Russell Werner Lee, 466
"Rethinking the Establecimientos: Why
Apaches Settled on Spanish-run
Reservations, 1786-1793," by Matthew
Babcock, 363-97

The Return of the Native: Indians and
Myth-Making in Spanish America,
1810-1930, by Rebecca Earle, revd.,
314- 1 5
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Richardson, Chad, On the Edge of the
Law: Culture, Labor, and Deviance
on the South Texas Border, revd., 14243
Rivera, Diego: as friend of Russell
Werner Lee, 465
Rivera, Salvador: military operations of,
37 2
Robinson, Charles M. III, The Diaries of
John Gregory Bourke. Vol. 3, June 1,
1878-June 22,1880, revd., 155-56
Robinson, H. F.: photograph taken by,
216,218
Rodriguez, Danutila: marriage of, to Joe
Yim, 354
Romero, Porfirio: opinion of, on New
Deal,531
Roosevelt, Franklin D.: letter to
clergymen from, 522, 523-24, 525-26;
as member of the Protestant
Episcopal Church, 524-25; New
Mexicans opinion of, 527; New
Mexico clergymen's perceptions of,
534-36; perceptions of foreign affairs
during presidency of, 538-39; table
showing New Mexico clergymen's
perceptions of, 532
Roosevelt, Theodore: association of, with
the Kolb Brothers, 237, 249-50
Rosen, Deborah A., American Indians
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